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OF AMERICA 
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OF AMERICA 


VS NAKAKECHT ASOMA 
VS MShllOm NISHI 
VS CHIKAYOSHI SUGETA 
VS TOSHIHLRO OBAFA 
VS JAMES It. SASAKI 
VS BUNICH! MORI 
VS SASHIZO YOKURA 


Review of the Staff"Judge Advocate 


1* The attached record of trial of.the case of Nakakichi Asoma, Masamori 
Nishi,/ Chikayoshi SugGta, Toshihiro Obara, Jamas K. Sasaki, Bunichi Mori and 
Sasl^izo tokura, at Yokohama, Japan# tried from 3 ’arch 19R8 to 30 April 19)48,. 
by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 3, Special Orders No. I46, 
Headquarters Eighth Army, United States Army, APO 3U3, dated 27 February 
19U8, as amended by paragraph 2, Special Orders No. £8, same Headquarters 
dated 12 March 19R8, as further amended by paragraph.!, Special Orders No. 75 , 
same Kaad'nlhrters dated 1 April 19)48, having been referred to the Staff Judge 
Advocate, this review is submitted to the Commanding General. 


Personal Data Concerning Accused 


m 


NAME:' Nakakichi Asomr 

AGE: 26 

RESIDENCE: 670-2 Gaza Sasalcubo, ¥ado 
Village, South Saitama, Saitama 
Prefecture. 

MARITAL STATUS: Married ■ 

IFEIATIVES: One child, wife, three 
sisters 

EDUCATION: Graduate of primary 
school 

VOCATION: Agriculture 

MILITARY CAREER: 10 January 1$’43 to 
28 August 19U8, Seaman, Japanese 
Imperial Navy. 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 2 February I9I46 
DATE OF ARPAIGNMENT.: 3 larch I9I48 
PLACE OF TRIALi Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: '3 March. I9I.8 to 
30 April 19R8 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 30 April. 19)48 . 

SENTENCE: CHL for twelve (12) years 
CLEMENCY RT.CMJENDED BY COMMISSION: No 


NAME: Masamori Nishi 
AGE* 2I4 

RESIDENCE: 1381 Nakano, Kuroiwa mura, 
Takaoka Gun, Kochiken 
MARITAL STATUS: Single 
RELATIVES: Father, mother, three 
brothers 

EDUCATION: Middle school 
VOCATION: Farming 
MILITARY CAREER: 1 May 19t3 to 2b . 
August 19)45# Seaman, Japanese 
erial Navy. 


DATE-OF CONFINEMENT: 26 April I9I46 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT.: 3 March. 19U8 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 3 March I9I48 to 30 
April 19U3 ... 

DATE OF SENTENCE: ' 30 April 1940 
SENTENCE: CHL for fifteen (15) 
year 3 

CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY C.0M- 
• MISSION: No 


.(« 


m p 
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NAME: Chikayoshi Sug*ta 
AGE* 21 

RESIDENCE: 928. Goten cho, 1 Chome, 
Kasugi, Kawasaki-shi, Kanagawa 
Prefecture 

MARTIAL STATUS: Single 
RELATIVES: Father, "mother, sister 
EDUCATION: Primary school 
VOCATION: Student 
MILITARY CAREER: 1 l«iay I9l|3 to 25 
August 19h5j Seaman', Japanese 
Imperial Navy. 


NAME: James K. Sasaki 
AGE: k9 

RESIDENCE: Not shown 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Two childern (12 and 13), 
father, mother, one brother, one 
sister 

EDUCATION: Graduate of University of 
Southern California 
VOCATION: Social worker 
MILITARY CAREER: -None - Civilian 
Interpreter for the Japanese Naval 
General Staff “ 


NAME: Bunichi Mori 
AGE: 26 

RESIDE "ICE: Senzu Kami, Kawane Mura 
Haibara Gun, Shizuoka Prefecture 
MARITAL STATUS: Single 
RELATIVES: Father, 2'brothers 
EDUCATION: Higher elementary school 
VOCATION: Farming 
MILITARY CAREER: l£ fey 19UU'to 25 
August 19U5 j Seaman, Japanese 
Imperial Navy 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 1 April 1&6 
DATE. OF., ARRAIGNMENT:/ 3 - March 19U8 
PLACE QF TRIAR: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 3 March 19U8 to 30 
April 19A8 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 30 April 19R8 
SENTENCE: CHL for ten (10) years 
CLEMENCY REJOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: vNo, 


NAME: Toshihiro Obara 

age.; 2 k . ....: 

RESIDENCE: Kami Nakagaya, Meisei mura, 
Minami Azumi Gun, Nagano Prefecture 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: Mother - , wife 
EDUCATION:-Elementary school - eight 
yearsj agriculture school - two 
years ■ • . 

VOCATION? Farming 
MILITARY i AREER: 1 May 19k3 to 1 
SepteiribeAl?U5j Seaman, Japanese 
Imperial Navy. ■ > 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 28 February 19k7 
DATE/OF ARRAIGNMENT: 3 Itoch • 19A8- . . 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 3 March 19M8 to 30 
April 19U8 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 30 April 19R8 
SENTENCE; CHL for five (5), years. 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: No 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 7 December 19h$ ' 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 3 March I9R8 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF, TRIAL: 3 March 19R8 to 30 
April 19U8 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 30 April 19U8 
SENTENCE: CHL for'eighteen (l8) years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: No 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 30 ferch 19R6 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 3 March 19R8 
HACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 3 ferch 19A8 to 30 
April 19L8 ' 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 30jR>£iA 19U8\ 
SENTENCE: CHL for- eight (8) years^ 
CLEMENCY REE0^.I3I©ED BY COMMISSION: No 
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NAME: Sashizo Yokura 
AGS: 39 : 

RESIDENCE: *232, 1 Chome, .Kamicshaki, 
Shinagawa, Tokyo 
MARITAL STATUS: Married 
RELATIVES: 3 children, mot] 

EDUCATION: Graduate Japanese Naval 
Academy > 

VOCATION: Naval Officer 1 v 
MTIITARY CAREER: 1 April 1927 to 

ll August 1 919, Commander, Japanese 
Imperial Navy 



DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 19 February 1918 

DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 3 March 1918 

PIACE OF TRIAL; Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: 3 March 1918 to 
30 April 1918 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 30 April 1918 
SENTENCE: CHL for twenty-five (2^) years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: No 








2* Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings and hegal Sufficiency: 


Charges and Specifications : 
ASOMA 


Pleas: 


Findings: 


Legally 

Sustained? 


Charge: Accused, during a time of war NG 
between the United States of America, ' 
its Allies r • id Dependencies, and Japan, 
did violate the Laws and Customs of War. 


Yes 


Sp 1: At divers timesVoetween about 
1 October 1911 and 28 March 1919, 
the accused, with others, did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat Norman Emil, an 
American FW, by beating and otherwise 
abusing him, thereby contributing to C/ 
his death on or about 10 March 1919 
(As amended, R‘6). 


NG 


Yes 


Sp 2: At divers times between 1 
December 1911 and 1 September 19l9> the 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat W. H. Walker, an American BY, 
by .beating and otherwise abusing him, 
thereby contributing to his.' death on or 
about 3 September 1919 (As amended, R 6), 


NG 


G 


Yes 


Sp 3? Between 1 June 1911 and .8 June 
1911, the accused did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat Ernest P. Peschau, 
an American PW, by beating and other¬ 
wise abusing him, thereby contributing 
to his death.on 8 June 1911• 


NG 


NG 


Sp 1? Between 1 July 1919 and 2 
August. 1919, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat William Zimmer, 
an American Hi, by beating and other¬ 
wise abusing him, thereby contributing 
to his death on ’2 August 1919 • 


Nolle Prosequi 

(R 6) 
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Sp 5: On or about G November 1944, 
the accused, with others, did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
'-and abusp John A. Fitzgerald, Daniel 
I. Galvin, George E. Brown, William 
?, Harris, Oscar Di Long, George C, 
Bullard, Charles Kaufman and Glenn 
McConneiy American Prisoners of War, 
by beating them. 


3p 6! Between 1 September 1944 and 
28 February 1945, the. accused did 
willfully and unlawfully misappropriate 
Red Gross supplies and rations intended 
for . the use' and benefit of Allied" 
Prisoners of War. 


Nolle Prosequi - 

(R 6) • 


Sp 7: In or about July 1944,.the NG 

accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat and abuse A7 Holman, an 
American .Prisoner of War, by beating 
him with fists. 


Sp 8: At divers, times between 1 July NG 
1944 and 1 September 1945, the 
accused, did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat numerous American and Allied 
Prisoners of War by beating and other¬ 
wise abusing them. 


NISEI 


Charge: Accused, during «a time of 
war between the United States of 
America, its Allies and Dependencies, 
did violate the Laws and Customs of 
War. 


Sp Is Between about 1 November 1944 NG 
and 1 April 1945 f the accused, with 
others, did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Kenneth Flynn, an American 
, Prisoner of War, by beating and other¬ 
wise -abusing, him (as amended, R 7), 


Sp 2: At divers times between 1 
November.1944 and 1 April 1945, the 
accused, with others, did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and abuse • 
Arthur Gill, an American■Prisoner 
of War, by beating him, thereby 
contributing to his death-, on 5 July 
1945 (as amended, R 7). 


G, except J Yes 
the words: "thereby 
contributing to his 
death,, oh. 5... July. 1945'!.,.. 
Of the excepted 
words. Not Guilty. 


Sp 3S At, divers times'bfetw.een about 
1 November 1944 and 10 March 1945,. 
the accused, with others, did will¬ 
fully arid unlawfully, mistreat Norman 
Emil, an,American Prisoner of War, by 
beating (and otherwise, abusing him, 
thereby. contributing to. his death on 
or about 10, March 1945 (as amended, •' 
R 7). ' 
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Sp 4: At divers times, between 1 • NG 

December 1944 and 1 April 1945, the • 

' accused- did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat W. H. Walker, an American 
Prisoner of War by beating and other¬ 
wise abusing him* thereby contributing' 
to his death, on 3 September 1945 (as 

amended, R 7), 

' . • - . 

Sp 5! At divers times between 18 NG 

October 1944 and 26 December 1944, 
the accused did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat and torture 
John A. Fisher, an American Prisoner 
of War, by pouring hot water on him 
and by kicking, beating and otherwise 
abusing him. 

r 

Sp 6: On or about 24 December 1944, NG 
the accused did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat and abuse one 
Lieutenant Douglas and one Seaman 
Robinson, Allied Prisoners of War, 
by beating them. 

Sp 7: On c~- about•6 November 1944, NG 
the accused, with others, did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse John A. Fitzgerald, Daniel 
T. Galvin, George'E. Brown', William 
F. Karris, Oscar D\ Long, George 0. 
Bullard, Charles Kaufman and Glenn 
McConnel, American Prisoners of War, 
by beating them. 1 

Sp 8: At divers times between 7 NG 

October 1944 and 26 December 1944, 
the accused did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat and abuse 
Irving S* Newman, an American 
Prisoner of War, by beating him* 

Sp 9: At divers times between l - NG 

October 1944 and 30 August 1945, 
the accused did willfully’and 
unlawfully mistreat numerous American 
and Allied Prisoners of War by 
kicking them; by beating them with 
clubs, arid other weapons; and by 
otherwise abusing them. 

SUGETA 

Charge: Accused, during a time of NG 
war between the United States of 
America, its Allies and Dependencies, 
and Japan, did violate- the Laws and 
Customs of War. 

Sp 1: Between about 1 November 1944 NG 
^ and; 1 April 1945, the accused did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse Arthur Gill, sen American 
Prisoner of War, by beating him, 
thereby contributing to his death 
ortvS July 1945 (as amended,. R 14). 

. t 
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Sp 2: At divers tines between about 
1 November 1944 and IQ March 1945, 
the accused did willfully arid 
unlawfully mistreat Norman Emil*- an 
American Prisoner of War, by beating 
and otherwise abusing him, thereby . 
contributing to his death on or about 
10 March 1945 ('as amended", R 6). 


Sp 3: At divers times between 1 ' NG 

January 1945 and 23 August 1945, the 
accused' did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Kenneth Flynn, an American 
.Prisoner of War, by beating and 
otherwise abusing him (as amended, 

R 544)i 


Sp 45 At divers times, between 17 / 
October 1944 and 26 December .1944, 
the accused did willfully arid' 
unlawfully mistreat and torturfe 
John A; Fisher, an American Prisoner 
of War, by beating him, by rubbing 
a jointed bamboo stick across his 
clipped head,' by pouring hot water 
oh him,.by "orcing him to assume 
painful and unnatural postures for 
long periods of time, by burning 
him and by otherwise abusing him. * 


Sp 55 On or about '6 November 1944, 
the accused, with others, did 
Willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse John A. Fitzgerald, Daniel 
T* GalWin, George F. Brown, William F 
Harris, Oscar D. Long, George C. 
Bullard, Gharles Kaufman and Glenn 
McOonnel, American Prisoners of War, 
by beating them.. 


Sp 6: Between about 1 December 1944 NG 
and 31 January 1945, the accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse 0. G. Johnson, an American 
Prisoner of War, by beating him. 


Sp 7: At divers times between 1 •• N( 
August 1944 and 31 March 1945, the 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat and torture numerous American 
and Allied Prisoners of War by beating, 
kicking and otherwise abusing them. 


OBARA: 


Charges' Accused, during a time " of 
war between the United States of 
America, its Allies and Dependencies, 
and Japan, did violate the Laws and 
Customs of War. 


Sp is At diveris times.between about 
1 November 1944 and 10 March 1945, 
the accused, did willfully - and 
unlawfully mistreat Noriman Emil, an 
American Prisoner of War, by beating 
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and otherwise abusing him, thereby 
contributing to his death on,or 
about 10 March.1945. 

i :v ; : ' ' •. :■ w.:-/- •, . . . 

Sp 2* Between 1 November 1.944 and NG 
31 April 1945, the accused did 
•willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
•and abuse Arthur Gill, an American 
•Prisoner of War, by beating him, 
thereby contributing to his death 
bn or about 5 July.1945. 

hdh..-. ■. . , : ^ ,- ' . -. ' v 

Sp 3 2 Between 1 November 1944 and NO 
31 April 1945, the accused did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Frederick Flynn, an American Prisoner 
of War, by beating and otherwise 

abusing him (as amended, R 6). 

• ' ' • / '.• 

Sp 4: On or about 25 December 1944, 
the accused did'willfully and , 
unlawfully mistreat Pilchard Hunt, 
an American Prisoner of War, by 
beating him, thereby contributing 
to his death on or about 25 February 
1945. 

Sp' 5: Between 1 November 1944 and NG 
31 March 1945, the accused did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
•H, A.; Walker, an American Prisoner 
of War,, by beating and otherwise 
abusing him, thereby contributing » 

to his death on or about 4 September 
1945. 
mm r.,m 5 ' 

Sp 6: Between about 1 April and 10 NG 
April 1945, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat numerous 
unidentified American and Allied 
Prisoners of War by beating them! 
by forcing them to maintain painful 
postures for a long period of time! 
by forcing them to stand at attention 
.for a long period of time! and by 
otherwise abusing them, 

Sp 7: On numerous occasions between NC- 
about 1 November 1944 and 31 July 
1945, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat, torture, 

.abuse and beat numerous American 
and Allied Prisoners of War,. 

SASAKI 

Charge:’ Accused, during a time of NG 
war .between. the United States of 
America,_its Allies and Dependencies, 
and Japan, did violate the Laws and 
Customs of War. 

Sp 1: On or about 1 January 1945, FG 
the ac.cused, then a member of the 
'3rd Division', 5tii Section*, Japanese 
Naval General Staff, did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat H. A, Walker, 

{p 7 of 3k i Asorna et al. 
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G, Yes 

except the .words 
"thereby contributing 
to his death-on or 
about 5/July 1945” . 

Of the excepted 
words, Net Guilty. 

NG \ 


Nolle Prosequi 
(R 6) 


G Yes 


NG 



G 


Yes 


G 


No 


G, , No 

as amended by 
adding after the 
word "thereby" the 
words "with others". 
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an American Prisoner of War, by- 
ordering and causing Japanese 
personnel of said Gamp to beat and 
mistreat him, which order was 
executed on or about 1 January 1945, 
thereby causing his death on 4 
September 1945 (as amended, R 9), 

Sp 2: On or about November 1, 1943, ’ NG 
the accused, then a member of the 
3rd Division, 5th Section, Japanese 
Naval General Staff, while conducting 
an interrogation of David J, Andrews, 
an American Prisoner of War, did 
willfully and unlawfully*threaten 
said Andrews with unpleasant or 
disadvantageous treatment, and did' 
willfully and unlawfully order, cause 
and knowingly permit Japanese personnel 
of said Camp to mistreat and torture 
said Andrews by beating him with clubs 
and otherwise abusing him, 

Sp 3: Between about 1 June 1943 to NG 
1 September 1945, the accused, then 
an interpreter and interrogator with 
the 3rd Division, 5th Section, Japanese 
Naval General Staff, did willfully 
and unlawfully threaten numerous 
American and Allied Prisoners of bar 
with unpleasant or disadvantageous 
treatment, and did willfully and 
unlawfully order, cause and knowingly 
permit Japanese personnel of said- 
Camp to mistreat, torture and abuse 
numerous American and Allied Prisoners 
of War, , 

MORI ' 

Charge: Accused, during a time of NG 
war between the United States of 
America, its Allies and Dependencies, 
and Japan, did violate the Laws and 
Customs of War, 

Sp" 1 !: Between about 1 December 1944 NG 
an$ 31. A.pril 1945, the accused did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat W. 

H, Walker, an Aimorican Prisoner of 
War, by beating and otherwise ebusing 
him,, thereby contributing to his death 
oh or about 3 September 1945 (as 
amended, R 6). 

Sp 2: Between 1' December 1944 and NG 
31 December 1944, the accused did 
willfully and unlawfully .mistreat 
Kenneth Flinn* an American Prisoner 
of.War, by beating and otherwise, 
abusing him, , . , 

Sp .3: At divers times between 1' MG 

November 1944 and 10 March *1945, the 
accused did willfully- a'rid unlawfully, 
mistreat Norman Imol, an American 
Prisoner of War, by beting, and other¬ 
wise abusing him, thereby contributing 
to his death on^or about 10 March 1945 
(as amended, R 6 T. ■.. 
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Sp hi At divers times between 1 
November 19llU and 1 September 19U3, 
the accused, did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat, torture and abuse numerous 
American and Allied Prisoners of War 
by forcing a toothbrush through their 
tightly joined fingers, thereby 
injuring said fingers.. 

Sp At divers times between 1 
November 19liR and 1 September 19li3, 
the accused, did willfully and unlawfully 
misappropriate Red Cross supplies 
intended i?or the use and benefit of 
American Prisoners of War. 

*■ 

Sp 6:" On or about 2 April 19U3, the K 
accused, with others, did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and torture 
numerous American Prisoners of War by 
forcing them to do arduous exercises 
for a long period of time, and by 
beating and otherwise abusing them. 

Sp 7 v At divers times between 1 November 1 
19l|lj. and 1 September 19U£, “the accused, 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and torture numerous American Prisoners 
of War by pouring hot water on them, 
by beating them, by refusing them 
water for long periods of time, by 
refusing to allow them to relieve 
themselves.and by otherwise abusing 
them. 

IOKURA 


Nolle Prosequi 
(R 6) 


Yes ' 


Charge: Accused, during a time of war M 
between the United States of America, 
its Allies and Dependencies, and 
Japan, did violate the Laws and 
Customs of War. 

Sp 1: Between about 27 December 19UU NC 
and 30 August 19U3, the accused, a 
Commander in the Imperial ’Japanese Navy 
and an Interrogation Officer of the 
3th Section, 3rd Division of the 
Japanese Naval General Staff, Intelligence 
Division, did willfully and unlawfully 
cause, order and permit Japanese 
personnel on duty in said Camp to 
mistreat, abuse and torture William 
H. Walker, an American Prisoner of 
War, thereby with others causing the ‘ 
death of said William H* Walker on 
30 August 19U3.- 

Sp 2: 'Between 23' January 19U3 and on NG 
or about 23 February 19U3, the accused, 
a Commander in the Imperial Japanese 
Navy and an Interrogation Officer of 
the 3th Section, 3rd Division of the 
Japanese Naval General .Staff, Intelligence 
Division, did unlawfully prevent 
American and Allied Prisoners of War 
to aid and assist in the care of 
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Richard Hunt, a sick American 

Prisoner of War at said Camp,, v/ho by 
reason of physical disability was 
unable to feed and care for himself 
and who was not fed or cared for by ' 
other personnel, thereby contributing 
to his death on or about 23 February 

1943*' 

Sp 3s Between 1 September 1943 and 1 NG • G No 

September 1943, the accused, a Commander 
in the Imperial Japanese Navy and an 
Interrogation Officer of the 3th Section, 

3rd Division of the Japanese Naval 
General Staff, Intelligence Division, 
did willfully and unlawfully cause, * 
order and permit the Japanese ( personnel 
on duty in said camp to mistreat, 
abuse and tbrture numerous.American 
and Allied Prisoners of War. :■■■■'■ 


3« S.’.m’ nary of the Evidence ; 

.a, . For the'Prosecution: 

ASOMA t 

As to Specification 1; Between 1 October 1944 and 28 March 191+3, 
■$0i$£ vna - : FW Camp, Honshu, Japan, tnc accused, a guard at said camp, did 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat Norman Emil, an American PW, by beating and 
otherwise abusing him, thereby contributing to his death on or about 10 March 

M3. ■ 

** ! *'• • • • ' ' 

Hu Emo (Emil) who was svrabbing down the deck was beaten so 
severely by Asoma, Nishi, Obara and'Sugeta that he was rendered unconscious 
and paralyzed front the waist down. The victim was beaten with clubs about, the 
size of a baseball bat-. After about tlxree weeks of regular beatings the P W 
died (Ex l). From Thanksgiving until January 1933, Asoma was one of the guards 
who beat Emil almost constantly with a club the size of.a baseball bat (Ex lb). 

On the morning of 9’March 1943, Asoma, Nishi, Sugeta and Obara wore feeling 
particularly nasty. They took RV Enjil from his cell and made him swab the 
deck (Karnpan soji;. j.fter two trips he collapsed and lost .consciousness due 
to numerous beatings. Ho was picked up and bodily thrown into his cell and 
died the next day (Sbc 79). (Also see E;c 8, 14, 22, 73, 86 and R 232). ~ 

•' : ’.p‘- ' ; *:3f . - v > 

As to. Specification 2 : At divers times between 1 Do comber 1944 
and 1 September 1943 ^ .at Ofuna iW Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat M. H. (Talker, an American F\7, by beating and otherwise 
abusing him, thereby contributing to his dotn on or about 3 September 1943. 

On or about 1 January 1943> 'Talker was forced to do karnpan soji for about one 
or two hours by Asoma,. Nishi, Sugeta, Obara and Mori. During this ordeal 
Walker was beaten many times and was knocked unconscious at least once. When 
he was returned to his coll he was a beaten and broken man...(R 233). Walker 
was beaten on many occasions by the accused because he would not disclose 
military information (R 476). "walker died on 30 August 1943 (Ex 123). 

As to Specification 3: Not Guilty. 

As to Specification 4: Nollo Prosequi (R 6). 

" - - y-—-an.n 

As to Specification 3? On or about 6 November 191+4, at Ofuna P»7 
Camp, Hanshu, Japan, the accused did unlawfully and vd.llfully mistreat and abuse 
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• John A. Fitzgerald, Daniel T. Galvin, Georgs E. Brown, William F. larris, Oscar 
Do Long,'George C« Bullard, Charles -Kaufman and Glenn-MbConnel., American Ffif's, 

- ky beating them* The victims were beaten because they did not bow deep 
enough to the guards and had not been showing them proper respect. The FkiT's 
vrere forced to stand at attention vslth their arms extended over their heads 
ano. they were beaten with baseball: bats by Asoma, Nieshi (Nishi), and Sageta 
until the guards were exhausted (Ex l). Lt« Commander Fitzgerald was administered 
twenty-seven (27) blows, and was out on his feet about half way through this 
torture when he was knocked to the ground (Ex 8 ). Both Harris and MbConnel 
were knocked unconscious and all the victims remained black and blue for 
fully two weeks (Ex M3),' (Also see St 5U, 58 and R 78 ). 

As. to Specification 6 : Nolle Prosequi (R 6 ), 

As to Specification 7 » Npt Guilty. 


As to Specification G; At divers times between 1 July 19UU and 
1 September^19R5, at Ofuna F# Gamp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully 


ana unlawfully mistreat numerous American and Allied PH's by beat i n~ and 
otherwise abusing them, . The accused beat Allied R7«s day after day! He took 
great delight in administering these beatings, both with his fists and with 
a^wooden club the size ox a baseball bat. Re took pride and delight in 
administering any so-called punishment* humiliation or belittlevaent (Ex 6 ). 
Asoma enforced kampan soji and took a hand in the beatings (Ex 1*7). The Fff's 
would oeg the guards' to let them quit but they were only beaten more. Asoma, 
Nishi, Sugeta and Obara wore the ones who seemed to enjoy this very much 
(ix 79). (Also seo Ex I)., 5, 11, J- 4 , 25). The accused also hit and knocked 
Ftf Johnston down for failing to take off his shoes before he entered his 
cell (R 19 k)• 


NISHI: 


As to Specification I : Between 1 November 19 UU and 1 April 191*5, 
ao Ofuna Fw Camp, Honshu, Japan, the. accused, a guard at said camp, with others, 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat Kenneth Flynn, an American PJ by beating 
and otherwise abusing him, 

Flynn was in solitary confinement and on one occasion the accused 
ana Obara beat him (bx l). In February 191*5, the accused caught Flynn talking 


loud enough for the person in the next cell to hear. He entered. Flynn’s cell' 


w * -- v wv * -V- W V_ri.lt/V_.JL V_i\_L x O V_> (PXJ 

and beat him v/ith a bat in diameter and 3 f long about ten times^ slugged 
him with his fists, then hit him with the sole of rubber tennis shoes and 
made him stand at attention without clothes for approximately four ( 1 *) hours 
(Ex ll*, 22 ). On one occasion when Flynn was returning from a bath the accused 
contended that Flynn was talking and as punishment beat him with hid fists 
and made him stand at attention for over an hour (R l*7l*)» The accused also 
beat Flynn during kampan soji (R 1*91). 


As to Specification 2 : At divers times between 1 November 1914* 
and 1 April 191*5, at Ofuna FW Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully 
ana unlawfully mistreat and abuse Arthur Gill, an American P^, by beating 
him, thereby contributing to his death on 5 July 1 91*5. Gill, a corporal in the 
Army was a model prisoner and was seldom bothered by the guards because he 
was so small in stature,being only about five feet two inches in height. Ons 
night about the first of Hay 191*5, Nishi arid Sugeta entered Gill's coll and 
severely beat him as no lay? - on' his blankets. Gill was injured internally by 
the beating and was never able to digest his food thereafter (Ex 79 ). (Also 
see Ex 56). PJ Gill died at Qmori B‘ Camp on 5 July 1 9l*5 (EX 120). 


At divers times between 1 November 1914* 

, Honshu, .Japan, the accused did willfully 


As to Specification 3 
and 10 March 191*5, at Ofuna if.i Camp 

and unlawfully mistreat Norman Brail, an American RV, by beating and otherwise 
abusing him, thereby contributing to his death .on or about 10 March 191*5.. 
(See Specification 1, Asoma # supra) . The accused would visit Emil's cell on 


numerous occasions and severely beat him with a club, throw water into his 
blanket, deprive him of the privilege of going to the toilet, slug and thump 
him on the head and make him stand in the cold with the window and door open 
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(R 21 ij.) • The accused severely beat Fu Emil with a club because his ben jo box 
leaked,.on -another occasion the accused savagely punched and knocked down Emil 
for an incident connected with the Camp barber and on an another occasion the 
accused deprived iimil of his rice oocause he was accused of looking at another 
prisoner (R 477), He gave Emil a particularly vicious beating while forcing 
him to do kampan Soji on Christmas. 6 r New Year's Eve (R U 91 ). 


As to Specification lxs At divers times between 1 December 19 I 4 I 4 
and 1 April 19L5, at Ofuna Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully 
ana unlawfully mistreat W . H« talker, an American Fv, by beating and otherwise 
abusing him, thereby contributing to his death on 3 September 19hZ» On 
numerous occasions the accused would go into the Rif's room and severely,beat 
him with a club the size ox a baseball bat, pour water on him and‘on his 
blanket, open the window and make him stand at attention in the nude for long 
periods of time (R 208), Shortly after Walker arrived.in Ofuna the accused 
severely beat him, hitting him at feast twenty ( 20 ) times with his fists and 
knocked him down several-times (R b7k)» Also the accused beat walker on many 
other occasions because ho would not disclose military information to thd 
Japanese Intelligence (R U76), Ho also beat Walker during kampan soji (R l; 9 l), 



As to Specification 5 ? At div.us times' between 18 October I 9 IH 

accused did willfully 
trican Fw by pouring 
. .. -busing him. Nishi, 
Sugeta, Obara. and -'fori seemed to got particular delight in having the FI * s in 
solitary confinement hold their cups with both hands and ask for"water. On 
one occasion Nishi was pouring hot water over the hands of Fff Fisher and when 
ho could no longer stand it Fisher dropped his cup. The accused then kicked 
him.and beat him about the head'and face for about five minutes, Nishi , . . 
claimed .fisher threw a cup ox water on him and used this as an excuse to beat 
him 1 or aoout the next two weeks (Jibe l). Fisher states in his affidavit that 
tne accused would boat him xor the slightest reason and if there wasn't one 
me would create his own (Ex- lt7)» Accused would also burn the victim with 
cigarettes and make him stand in the cold in the nude for periods of thirty 
minutes to an hour (R 203). Accused would also strike Fisher with a baseball 
bat as hard as.he could during kampan soji (Ft 212). Ho boat Fisher on 
numerous occasions and would burn him -with boiling water (R U 72 ). 


As to Specification 6 ; On or about 2 li December 19Wfo at Ofuna 
Fti Gamp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully and unlawfully mistreat and 
abuse Lt* Douglas and Seaman Robinson, Allied R>'s by beating them* British* 
Fi's Douglas and Robinson were severely beaten by the accused with a baseball 
bat, eacn receiving fifteen full swings across the legs and back. They were 
black and blue and lame from this beating two weeks later (Ex 8 ), 


As to Specification 7 • On or about 6 November 19UU* at Ofuna 
P.V Camp, Honshu, Japan, the "accused did willfully and unlawfully'n^streat and 
abuse John A. Fitzgerald, Daniel T« Galvin, George S, Brown, william F. Harris , 
Oscar D. Long, George Cy Bullard, Charles Raufman, and Glenn ifcConnol, American 
PW’s, by beating them. (See Specification 9, Asoma, supra) * 


As to. Specification 3: At divers times between 7 O.ctober and 26 
December 1 at Ufuna Fw Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully and 
unlawfully mistreat and ^buse Irving S. Newman, an. American R«, by beating 
him. The was beaten by the accused with a wooden club approximately throe 
feet lohg from two to three times a week. These beatings would sometimes 
occur in the afternoon but more often in the middle of the night when the 
victim was asleep (Ex 18 ). ' ’ 


As to Specification 9 % At divers times between! October 19lU 
.and 30 August 19U3, at Ofuna Fw Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully oils treat numerous American and Allied Rif's by kicking themj 
beating them"with cyLubs 1 and .other weapons and otherwise abusing them, Nishi 
had a mean streak in him and ‘Would boat the PH's on his own volition as well 
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as on orders from higher authority.; The accused had a- habit of thrusting a 
tooth brush between two fingers of a P 1 * and then squeeze the haM-se- hard that 
i^he BT lost the use of his hand for about an hour. This usually occurred at 
mealtime. ' ulicn the F f asked for a drink of water, it was Nishi’s trick to 
bring a Cup of-scalding hot water, which he -would spill on the Bv, burning him, 
tnen the water would cool and freeze. Also the accused would awaken P u1 s in 
the night, take their blankets from them and make them stand in the cold for 
varied periods of time (Ex 22 ). He would also take their food away and dump it 
ort the floor to torment and starve them (E x U7). (Also see Ex $k, 58, 73 , 86 , 
8 o). Accused osat Ft Godwin on the head because he was slow in rotjjrfling to 
his cell.during an air raid (R 76 ). Accused struck P< Balch a number of"times 
while doing kampan soji (ft 103). fno .accused beat P> O’Gara on numerous 
occasions (R 567). He would also punch Bv Carmichael around and run a bamboo 
stick across his shaved head until welts were raised (R 47l). 


SUGETA: 

As to Specification 1 : Not Guilty. 

As to Specification 2: At divers times between 1 November 19 i+U 
and 10 Match 1955* at Ofuna W damp, Honshu, Japan, the accused, a guard at 
said camp, did willfully and unlawfully mistreat Norman Emil, an American P«, 
by beating and-otherwise abusing'him, thereby contributing to his death on or 
about 10 March 191+5• (Seo Specification 1 , Asona, supra ). The accused would 
also enter Emil’s cell and severely boat him with a baseball bat (R 215). On 
numerous occasions the accused boat Emil (R 485, Ii93). 

, As to Spe cification 3? At divers times between 1 January and 

23 August 1955* at Ofuna Bv Gamp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully and' 
unlawfully mistreat Kenneth Flynn, an American Bw,’ by beating .and dtherwisb 
abusing him. Op one occasion accused beat Flynn 26 tines with a bat 3i" in 
diameter and'3’ in'length for refusing Sugeta the prunes from his Red. Cross 
box.^ Accused also, put a tooth brush handle between each one of Flynn’s fingers 
and ohen squeezed his hand as hard as he possibly could i Sugeta also poured 
hot water over Flynn's hands (Ex 15). 

s. ' ** . .. , * 

As to Specification 1+; At divors times between 17 October and 
26 December 1955* at Ofuna Bv Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully, mistreat and torture John A. Fisher, an American BY, by beating 
him, by rubbing a jointed bamboo stick across his clipped head, by pouring hot 
water on him, .by forcing him to assume painful and unnatural positions for 
long periods of time,.by burning him and by otherwise abusing him. The accused 
boat. Fisher every evening. Usually the clubs that were used were approximately 
2|’ thick and were cut from limbs of trees. Sugeta had a bamboo stick with 
five (5) joints which he would rub across Fisher's clipped head until bumps 
were raised. This treatment occurred at least twenty times while Fisher was 
confined at Ofuna. Anotner form of torture Folsher was f orced t o undergo by 
tne accused was to bend his*knees to a half bend, raise his arms straight 
above his head, and stay in this position anywhere from five ( 5 )’ to fifteen 
(15) minutes at a time (Ex 2+6)# The accused threatened Fisher's life with a 
bayonet and pistol and also beat him with Ids bayonet (Ex 57). (Also see Ex 
59 J R 214 , 484 ). 

As to Specification 6; Between 1 December 1944 and 31 January 1 95 g * 
the accused'did willfully_and unlawfully mistreat and abuse G. G. Johnson, an 
American Bv, by beating him. B« Johnson described the accused as one of the 
worst ox the guards and statfed that during the period in question"the accused 
sc-verely beat him with a Wooden club as ho was returning from the latrine about 
2:00 o’elock in the afternoon# Also the accusbd boat him on many g>ther occasions 
and particularly at night, thereby preventing him from resting (Ex 4l; R 207 ), 
Accused would come into his coll and beat him across the ankles, legs, hips, 
thump him on the forehead and nose and kick him while he was in Ids blanket 
(R 215)# Accused would also beat him while ho vras doing kampan soji (R 218). 
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A s to Specification 7+ At divers times between 1 August 19hh and 
31 March 191+5 > the accused did willfully and unlawfully mistreat and torture 
numerous American and Allied Bi's by beating, kicking and otherwise abusing 
them (Ex 1, 6, lit, 25, 27, 51+, 59, 6l, 73, 79, 85, 9l). Accused hit PvV 
Balch in the face with his fists and chipped one of his teeth for not closing 
the door to the latrine (R 101). Accused also struck Balch with a stick whi£= 
the BWdid Icampan soji (ft 102), The accused beat and kicked BY 0»Gara because 
his towel was hanging out of the window of his cell. The accused beat - BY 
Schott on at least four (it) occasions (R l+8l). The accused also practiced 
wrestling on FW Carmichael._ He would throw him heavily to the floor and beat 
him with a thin bamboo stick (ft 1+83). 

OBARA: . 

As to Specification 1 + At divers times between 1 November 191+1+ 
and 10 March.1943, at ufuna pti damp, Honshu, Japan, the accused, a guard at 
said camp, did willfully and unlawfully mistreat Norman Emil, an American FvY, 
by beating and otherwise abusing him, thereby contributing to his death on 10 
March 191+5* (See Specification 1, Asoma, Supra .) 

As to Specification 2: Between 1 November 19hh and 31 April 191+5, 
the accused did willfully and unlawfully mistreat and abuse Arthur Gill, an 
American Hi, by beating him, thereby contributing to his death on or about 5 
July 191+5* Around March 191+5, the'accused came into the room of BY Gill and 
beat him with a club while he was supposed to be asleep for the night (Ex 56). 

As to Specification 3: Not Guilty, 

As to Specification 1+: Nolle Prosequi (R 6), 

As to Specification 5: Between 1 November" 191+1+ and 31 March 191+5, 
at Ofuna BY -Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused did unlawfully and willfully mistreat 
H, A, Walker^, an American BY, by beating and otherwise abusing him, thereby 
contributing to nis death in or about 1+ September 191+5* The accused severely 
beat FW Walker with a stick the size of a baseball bat on at least three 
occasions. The accused would take a full swing with the bat and hit the FW 
across his hips, buttocks or legs (ft 202). The accused, severely beat Walker 
on many occasions because- he would not disclose military information (ft 1+76). 

As to Specification 6: Not Guilty. 

As to Specification 7 • On numerous occasions between 1 November 
191+1+ and 31 July 191+5, the accused did willfully and unlawfully mistreat, 
tort'ire, abuse and beat numerous American and Allied PtY's at Ofuna FW Camp, 

Honshu, Japan, (Ex 1, 12, 1+7, 73, 79)• BY Balch was struck by the accused 
many times while doing kampan soji (ft 103). BY Fisher received four severe 
beatings by the accused with his fists and a number of beatingswith a club 
during kampan soji. Accused also mistreated FW Upton a number of times by 
hitting him on the nose and forehead (R 197, 198). Accused also kicked, jumped 
on and sat on the heads of FW*s Johnson and Upton at midnight after the change 
of guards (ft 203). The accused beat numerous FW s during kampan soji (R 1+91+1 • 

SASAKI: 


As to Specification 1 : On or about 1 January. 191+5, at Ofuna BY 
Gamp, Honshu, Japan, the accused, a civilian' interpreter of the Naval General 
Staff, did willfully and unlawfully mistreat H, A, Walker, an American FvY, 
by ordering and causing Japanese personnel of Ofuna BY Camp to beat' and mistreat 
him, which order was executed on or about 1 January 191+5 to on or about 1+ 

September 191+5, thereby with others causing his -death on 1+ September"19i+5• 

FW" Upton states that on op, about 15 or 20 December 191+1+, the accused was 
responsible for the beating and starvation of BY Walker. The reason for the 
Deating was that Walker refused to disclose requested information. The beating 
was administered by the guards at the direction of the accused and the method 
of beating was by the use of clubs (Ex 82). Arakawa, a former guard at Ofuna 
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testified that in November 191+1+ the accused told Iida, the camp commander that 
Walker was uncooperative in interrogation and that he should be beaten, 

Boyington was present when the.accused made this statement to Iida (R 35$), 

The co-accused Asoma states he v/as ordered by. Sasaki to beat Walker and not to 
give him any food. (Ex 99). . 

As to Specification 2: Not Guilty. 

As to Specification 3- Between 1 June .191+3 and 1 September 191+3 
the accused did willfully .and unlawfully threaten numerous American and Allied 
Fw's with unpleasant or disadvantageous treatment> and did willfully and un- 
lamully order, cause and knov+ingly permit Japanese personnel of Qfuna PW" 

Camp to mistreat, torture and abuse numerous American and Allied FWs. pn 
Turnbull in his affidavit states that he was told by the guards on many 
occasions .that the Gunreibu had ordered certain prisoners to be beaten, their 
meals withheld.for not answering questions satisfactorily and it was common 
leno,/’ledge within the camps that all beatings Ordered' or not ordered were 
condoned by Sasaki and all other interrogators and intelligence officers that' * 
came to the,camp (Ex ll+). JPff O'Gara testified that &T Frellsen told him that 
the accused ordered him to be beaten because he was not cooperative in oivins 
information (R £01). ' 01 8 

MDRT: 

As to Specification 1: Between 1 December 19I+I+ and 31 April 191+3, 
at Oxuna FW Camp, Honshu, Japan, the accused, a guard at said ca.np, did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat ¥. H. Walker, an American Fff, by beating and otherwise 
abusing him, thereby contributing to his death on or about 3 September 191+3. 

The accused would slug Walker with his closed fist becduse of the strange 
method in which Walker ate. He would also rub a bamboo stick across his head 
unbil bhe PA would.beg for .©ercy* Also the accused would give him the tooth 
brush treatment; make him stand with his blanket over his head with his leases 
bent and if ne relaxed or let his heels touch the floor, he would be beaten 
with a baseball bat; throw water on his bod; deprive him of the privilege of 
going to the latrine and beat him for any trivial incident that might occur 
(R 220). The accused beat Walker on many occasions because he wou£d not disclose 
military information (R 1+76). Hb also beat him during kampan soji (R 1+93). 

As,to Specification, 2; Not Guilty. 

As to Specification 3: At divers times between 1 November 191+1; 
and 10 March 191+3, the accused did willfully and unlawfully mistreat Norman 
Emil, an American T¥, by beating and otherwise abusing him, thereby contributing 
to his aeath on or about 10 March 191+3 •. The accused slugged Emil with his 
fists and beat him with a baseball bat for asking permission to go to the 
bathroom. The accused would also throw water on Emil’s bed; make him stand at 
attention for long periods of time with the window and door open and on one 
occasion made the FW stand in the snow outside' of his cell (R 22l). The 
accused also savagely beat Emil during kampan soji (R 1+93). 

As to Specification 1+i At divers times between 1 November 191+1+ 
and 1 September 191+5> the accused did willfully and unlawfully mistreat, torture, 
and aouse numerous American and Allied R/’s by forcing a toothbrush through 
their tightly joined fingers, thereby injuring said fingers (Ex 1+7, 81+; R 2l8, 


As to Specification,5» Nolle Prosequi (R 6). 

As to Specification 6; Not Guilty. 

I ' ■ * - . 

As to Spociflc^ition 7: At divers timos botmon 1 November l?bh 
and 1 September 191+5, the accused, did willfully and unlawfully mistreat and 
torture numerous American FW« S by pouring hot water on th in, by beating thorn, 
by refusing them water for long periods of time, by refusing to allow them to 
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relieve themselves and by otherwise abusing them (Ex 1, 6, ll, 17, 52, 51, 62 
65, 81). The.accused struck FT Balch a muter of times while doing kampan soji 
(R 103). Also the accused would burn said Frf on the face and head with lighted 
cigarettes (R 106), The accused also beat, mistreated and abused FT»s Upton. 

S. M. Johnston and G. G. Johnson (R 220). 

YOKURA: 

As. tb Specification 1: Between 2? December 1911 and 30 August 1915, 
the accused aCommander in the Imperial Japanese Navy and an interrogation 
officer of the Japanese Naval General Staff, Intelligence Division, did willfully 
and unlawfully cause, o^der and permit Japanese personnel of Ofuna .PIT Camp to 
mistreat, abuse and torture William H. talker, an American PT, thereby with 
others causing the death of Walker on 30 August 1915* The accused ordered a 
meal withheld from Walker because he was unwilling to cooperate during his 
interrogation (Ex 100, 103)* Iwabuchi, No. 1 gocho at Ofuna from 7 March 1911 
to 10 February 1915 states he was ordered by the accused to skip one of 
Walker’s meals and make him do kampan soji (Ex 101). Aramaki a"former guard 
at Ofuna FW camp states that the accused ordered the guards to skip one of 
Walker’s meals and to make him.mop the corridor alone until he was exhausted 
but not to beat him as this would make'him more stubborn (Ex 105). 

As to Specification 2; Not Guilty. / 

As to Specification 3 s Between 1 September 19l3 and 1 September 
1915 , the accused did willfully and unlawfully cause, order and permit the 
Japanese personnel of Ofuna Camp to mistreat, abuse and torture numerous 
American and Allied PW’s. No evidence introduced by the Prosecution in 
substantiation thereof. 

b* For the Defense: 

Asoma, Nishi, Sageta, Qbara and Mori: 

Mitsugi Iwabuchi, witness for defense, testified that he served at 
Ofuna FT Camp from 7 March 1911 to 10 February 1915. He left Ofuna with Asoma, 
Sugeta and Nishi. While at Ofuna ho was a chief petty officer. Kampan soji 
was a daily routine in the Japanese Navy and had as its aim sanitation (R 657). 

It was not a punishment in the Japanese Navy and was conducted at Ofuna in 
the same mariner (R 658). The witness did-not see or hear of Obara or Mori ‘ 
strike any P'T at Ofuna* He did see Nishi beat some FT 1 s in November in the 
presence of Kitamura and lida (R 659). He also saw Asoma and Sugeta participate 
in the same bohting (R 660). 


Kakuzo lida testified that he was a chief petty officer and 
administrator of Ofuna FT Camp and the highest ranking officer at the camp. 
Nishi, Sugeta arid Asoma left Ofuna around 10 February 1915. All three were 
guards except Sugeta who also worked in the kitchen from around the middle of 
January until 10 February 1915 (R 662). Mori arrived at Ofuna around 10 
November 1911 and left the beginning of March 1915. Obara left Ofuna around 
10 March 1915* Witness recalled Nishi, Sugeta and Asoma beating FT* s in 
November 1911 (R 663). 

Suehara Kitamura, witness for defense, testified that ho served at 
Ofuna PVT Camp from 7 March 1911 to 31 August 1915 and that he was the pharmacists 
mate at Ofuna. Asoma and Nishi beat some PW*s on 6 November 1911 on orders from 
lida but Sugeta did not beat, them (R 667). No FT’s were treated by the accused 
for injuries between fingers or scalds on the hands sustained while at Ofuna 
(R 669). FT Emil contracted acute pnetunonia about a week before his death 
(R 670). When■PW Gill was transferred from Ofuna his physical condition was 
normal', there were no signs of beatings on him and ho did not have beriberi 
(R 670). Witness accompanied Gill to the now camp and the PW did not complain 
of any beatings (R 671). The witness testified he never received any orders 
from Yokura to punish any FT«s (R 677). , ' ‘ 
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n „ Juzaburo laraada testified that ho was a seaman first class and served 
at Ofuna FW Camp irom .8 February 1 ?k5 to 1 $ May 19k$. Asoma, Nishi and Sugeta 
were transferred from Ofuna-10^February 19li5* FW Emil died of acute pneumonia 
m the early part of March 1 9k$ (R 680 ). Ichiro Fukasawa testified tSv t he 
was a superior seaman and was stationed at Ofuna FW Camp as a auard from 26 
anuary to 10 March 19R5>* t -Asoma, Nishi and Sugeta were transferred to the 
Yokosuka uuard Squadron on 10 February 19h$. (R 68 l). Fw Emil died of ac'uto 
pneumonia about 9 March 1 9h5 and during the week preceding his death, he did 
not participate in kampan soji, -Obara was on leave the day Emil died and was 
transferred from Ofuna on 10 March 1 9hS (R 682). When'Kf Emil was being 
redressed for, burial he had no bruises on his body (R 683 ).. 


Bunichi Mori, one of the accused, after being warned of his rights 
as an accused, took the witness stand and testified on his own behalf (R 687 ). 

He testified that he was stationed at Ofuna FT Camp from. 9 November 19hk to 
2 o March While assigned at Ofuna the accused struck two HiP s. > ono of 

them was Walker and the other one is unknown to him. ■ Around the end of December 
the accused struck vYalker two blows with a stick across the buttocks on orders 
from Asoma. Walker was also struck by Asoma and Nishi. Asoma told the accused 
that Yfalker was being beaten on orders from someone from the Qunreibu (R 638). 
This occurred several days after Walker arrived at Ofuna. The accused stated 
he never received any orders from lolcura to punish any FW. On another occasion 
he also struck another Fiu.with his open hand because there was writing on the 
walls, of his room but ho does not recall the FW’s name or the date of°the 
incident. On one occasion around the beginning of February the accused discovere 
one of the Hi’s talking in violation of camp regulations and as punishment 
.therefore inserted a toothbrush botwoc-n the joints of the index" finger and 
middie finger and turned it several times (R 689 ). The accused testified that 
FW Emil died of acute pneumonia and that he never beat Emil nor any other FW 
not heretofore mentioned (R 690 ). 


Toshihiro Obara, one of the accused, after being warned of his rights 
as an accused, took the witness stand, and testified on his own behalf (R. 696 ). 

He stated he served as guard at Ofuna PW Camp from 9 November 19 UU to 10 March 
1(R 697). The accused denied he ever struck FW Emil (R 698 ). The accused 
was not on duty the day PW Emil died (R 6 99). FW Emil did not do kampan soji 
while he was ill. The accused testified that he never had a club 'while he was 
cVfc Ofuna but was armed with a pi'stol and. a sabre • While on duty as a sentry 
he Carried a rifle but not the pistol. Accused denied he over beat FW*s 
Gill or Walker. He did beat one PW with his open hand about the middle of 
December on orders from one of the gochos because the PW wrote.his name on 
the wall of his room (R 700)* At the end of February or early March 19U5* 
the accused discovered two Pl r v*s talking and made them stand by the door of their 
rooms and struck them-with his open hand, two times each (R 701). Other than 
the occasions mentioned the accused never struck any FW*s and never received 
any orders of any kind from the accused Yolcura (R 701). Also the accused never 
received any orders from Sasaki and the latter first wore a purple button which 
was cnangod to a red button around, the end of December or the beginning of 
January 19b$ (R 702 ). 


Masamori Nishi, one of the accused, after being warned of his rights 
as an accused, took the witness stand and testified on his own behalf (R 709). 

'He testified ho was stationed at Ofuna FW Camp from 9 October 19hh to 10 
February 1 9U5» The accused stated he did not remember a FW by the name of Flynn. 

On either 22 or 23 January 19U£, the accused struck FW Gill two or throe times 
with a stick because the FW violat-cG camp regulations by smoking at inspection 
time*. The H> was not sick at this time nor was ho injured by the boating (R 711) 

On or about 10 January 19U3, the accused struck FW Emil two or three times with 
his open hands because the was watching other PW’s exercising which was in 
violation of the.gocho’s orders.. Emil at this timo was not sick and'performed 
exorcise like the other PW’s« At^tlie end of December 1 9 I 4 R, the accused boat 
FW Walker three or four times with a stick on the.orders of Asoma (R 712). 5 At 
the end of .November or the early part of December 19141, the accused heard 
Fisher talking in a loud voice in violation of regulations and ho struck him with 

1 
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a stick three or four times. Accused testified he never beat PW»s Douglas and 
Robinson (R 713) • On or about 6 November 19hU>‘seven or eight P»7’s were lined 
up by Camp Coironander Xida and ordered to be beaten because' they were bad. 
Kitamura ordered the accused to beat the Fir?* s and he struck each of them three 
times with a stick. Suzuki, Asorna, Kitamura and the accused participated in 
the beatings but Sugeta did not (R 71U). In November 'l?^ FW Newman was 
beaten because he violated regulations by talking (R 71]?)• The accused admitted 
beating other .Ply's but never did so unless they violated camp regulations or 
disobeyed the.orders of the gochos* The accused testified he never received 
any;., orders' from Yokura nor hoard of any other guard receiving orders from him 
.\P 716)• The accused testified tnat the statement he made concerning Sasaki 
giving orders was false and that in truth Sasaki had never given orders to beat 
Walker (R 717). 

' . o ■ ’ ' • • > .- 

Nakakichi Asoma, one ox the accused, after being warned of his rights 
as an accused, took the witness stand and testified on his own behalf (R 72&J. 

He testified that he was stationed at Ofuna Fw Camp from 19 July 19kk until 
10 February 1 9kk, as a guard. He worked two four-hour shifts a day. During 
the period.when there were air raids, guards had one day off in about twelve. 

At other times they had a day off in perhaps four or six days, however, no 
definite schedule was set (R 729).- In the middle of December 19UU, the accused 
slapped FW Emil for conversing with FW Johnson in violation of regulations 
(R 730)4 Emil was .not sick at that timo and was not sick whan the accused was 
transferred from Ofuna. On 6 November 19UU, the accused was ordered by Camp 
Commander. Iida to beat, a group of PW«s because they had been bad (R 731). Other 
than the incidents mentioned., the accused testified he never beat any other 
PW's. The accused stated that he never received any kind of order at any time 
from Yokura (R 732). 

Chikayoshi Sugeta, one of the accused, after being warned of his 
rights as an accused, took the witness stand and testified that he was stationed 
at Ofuna FW CamR from 9 October 1 9hh to 10 February 19h9. Tho accused was a 
guard from 9 October 19hk until 10 Januaiy 19h9 and thereafter worked in the 
kitchen until he was transferred from Ofuna. The accused stated he never struck 
or beat FW Emil (R 73k) • The accused did not remember FW Flynn. The accused 
stated, that in the middle of December 1 9kh) FW Fisher tried to drink some tea 
which was spilled on a dirty table and when he refused to cease the accused 
slapped him twice (R 735). Also in the early part of November 1 9kkt the accused 
punished FW Fisher by placing a toothbrush between his fingers because he found 
urine in a Red Cross can under the BJ's bed (R 736). The accused testified 
he did not beat FW G. G. Johnson* Also testified that he never received any 
orders from Sasaki or Yokura (R 737). 

James K. Sasaki-, one of the accused, after being warned of his rights 
as an accused, took the witness stand and testified on his own behalf (R 631). 

He testified ho was employed in the 9th Section of the 3rd Division of the 
Naval General Staff as a civilian interpreter. His duties consisted of reading 
English magazines and newspapers, listening to short wave broadcasts from 
America, translating and interpreting (R 632). He was stationed in Tokyo and 
only a small percentage of his time was spent at Ofuna FW Gamps (R'633). In 
September or October 19U4..» the accused was promoted from tho grade of 
shokutaku to kotokan but did not wear tills red button until the early part of 
19U9* Hg was known as a civilian at Ofuna and did not have any command 
authority (R 633)• He could not give orders to the guards or other personnel 
at Oxuna. . When P« xalker was interrogated in November or December of 19M1 by 
Yokura, the Pw was arrogant and refused to give his name, rank and serial 
number. Said information was 'secured from FW Rebicki (R 63U). Yokura ordered 
that Walker was to miss one meal (R 639)* The accused merely acted as an 
interpreter during the interrogation and he did not order any guard to beat 
Walker or punish him in any way. ’ Also ho did hot suggest that the same should 
be done (R 639)* The accused did not order any FW* s placed in solitary confine¬ 
ment and never ordered that they be deprived of their food. Furthermore, ho 
had no authority to give such orders (R 636). The accused stated that although 
ho knew.about- the food situation and the beatings taking place at Ofuna he could 
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only report the.matter to Captain Sanemat su ,and Commander Yokura as he had no 
authority to take action thereon* The accused stated ho was constantly under 
the surveillance of the Japanese military police and the Japanese secret 
police as he had resided in the United States for twenty-five years (R 637). 

Kazuo Kawai, a witness for the defense on behalf of Sasaki and 
present'editor in chief of the Nippon Times and former instructor at the 
University of California in_Los Angeles, testified he first met the accused 
ift 1928 or 1929 m California* -ne accused enjoyed a very reputable reputation 
while he was secretary of the Japanese Association in Monita, California* 

Witness stated he again met the accused in Japan in December 19 bB or January 
l'9Wi> and Sasaki told him he tried to make the Japanese naval officers who 
interrogated the American Bps have respect for thorn and/treat them kindly 
(R 62l)* Witness also said the accused was -pro-Araorican and during a visit 
with him in the winter of 19h3-19kk, Sasaki told him Japan was bound to lose 
the'war and advised him to move out of Tokyo .as the same was bound to bo- 
bombed and destroyed by the U. S.'air force (R 622)* Witness testified that 
Sasaki was disgusted with his job in the naval, intelligence but was under 
government orders to remain at his job (R 623). 

The accused, Mori, testified oh behalf of Sasaki and stated* that he 
never received any orders from Sasaki (R 594). Also he never heard that Sasaki 
ever ordered any guard to- mistreat any BY (R 393) • 

Yokura, one of the accused, appeared as a witness on behalf of 
Sasaki- and testified that.Sasaid. was a civilian interpreter having no command 
responsibility and that he- did not hear Sasaki give’ any orders or instructions 
concerning Major Walker (R 399)« 

Iwabuchi, one of the guards at Ofuna BY Camp, stated that Sasaki , 
was an interpreter who visited Ofuna* He* never gave anyone orders, liad.no 
direct connection with the personnel of Ofuna and he never saw or hoard of 
Sasaki boating any of the BY's* He did .pot hear that Sasaki ordered Asoma to.- 
beat walker (Ex C). Sato stated that during the times he visited Ofuna with ■ 

Sasaki he never heard him make any threats to the BY's (Ex E). Lt. Col. 

Boyington, a BY at Ofuna from 17 March I94U to 6 April 19h3, states that 
Sasaki befriended him and other American BUs during his stay at. Ofuna and is \ 
one Japanese who deserved commendation from the American authorities rathpr-. 
than censure, and/or punishment (Ex G) * Boyington also states that Sasdki di<Wj 
everything he could for the BY's and that ho saved Boyington 1 s life by. pleading 
with his superiors that .an operation be •performed on his leg (Ex H). Boyington 
also stated that he sincerely and honestly believes that Sasaki is anything but 
a war criminal (Ex X). 1st* Lt# Rebicld., a Pw- at Ofuna from 8 January 19U5 to" 

15 July 19U5_and from 18 August to 23 August 1 9h3, states that ho does not 
know ox any instance of Sasaki beating, participating in the mistreatment of, 
or ordering the mistreatment of American BY's at Ofuna during his confinement 
there (Ex M). Commander O'-Kane, U. S. Navy, a BY at Ofuna from 3 November 
19UU to 1 July 1 9b3j states that he does not know of any occasion where Sasaki 
personally mistreated any BY nor does, he know of any instance when he ordered 
the mistreatment of any ±'<t. with regards to several affidavits filed in the 
Legal Section,. SCAP, which adversely affect ed Sasaki, O'Kane stated; "I realize 
that the testimony of one sworn witness would generally bo given equal weight 
with that of another, as likewise would equal weights be given to sworn 
affidavits unless, of course,-there .was good reason to doubt one witness or one 
affidavit. In this case, however, I believe there will be affidavits in James 
Sasaki*s favor from Commander whiting, a decorated U. S. naval officer and by 
reputation one of our finest submariners; frbn Commander Fitzgerald, U. S. Navy,’ 

■who with other decorations wears the Navy Cross, and is now a Submarine Division 
Commanderj from Colonel Boyington who received our government's highest award 
during hostilities, the Medal of Honor, and those from myself who received that 
decoration after repatriation.* 

- ■ ’ i , 

'■I doubt that anyone of us, or any one of those who are present when 
those affidavits are read could, if accused of a military crime,-muster better 
support or character witnesses." (Ex N). .. 
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Commander Fitzgerald/ U. S. Navy, a FW at Ofuna from 1 May 19^3 
to 15 January 191*5, stated that Sasaki was normally Sanematsu*s interpret or 
during interrogations and that ,"1 do not know of any member of ! the U. S. 
Submarine Grenadier who was beaten for any reason atrributable to James K, 

Sasaki, nor do I know of any one who was threatened with such treatment bv 
Sasaki. J 

11 While Sasaki had no apparent'authority over those in command, he 
was decent to the prisoners of war confined at the Naval Interrogation Center 
Ofuna, Japan." (Ex R). . * 

. Commander Whiting, U, S. Navy, a FW at Ofuna from May 1 9h3 to 
January 19ll3>, stated that to his knowledge’' no p»n was beaten for any reason 
attributable to Sasaki and that "Sasaki apparently did what he could to help 
the prisoners of-war despite his lack of authority over those in command." 

(Ex S). 


j S. Zamperini, a PW at Ofuna from 18 September 191*3 to November 

19UU, stated he fi^st knoiv Sasaki in 1937 at the University of Southern 
California and later at Ofuna as a civilian interpreter during his period, of 
incarceration. Sasaki distributed a fc-w cigarettes to the FPs and. affiant 
heard Sasaki criticize Hidcki Tojo l s policies as Premier of Japan. Affiant 
states: "In my opinion, Sasaki was fair in his interpretations concerning • 
prisoners and treated us friendly, civil and sympathetic. I know that I wps 
never wronged or otherwise mistreated by him during my stay at Ofuna, and I 
have no knowledge of him being unfair in his dealings with any other prisoner. 

had.lie a to the Japanese authorities at Ofuna during interrogations and 
Sasaki was obviously awaro that I load, because, upon my departure from this 
camp, he advised no to stick to ray story and be careful of what I said during 
future interrogations at the next camp." (Ex X). 


Commander Condit, U. S. Navy, a PW at Ofuna from 5 September 19^3 
until 31 Sepcember 1 9Uh> states that. Sasaki was the only Japanese the PW*s 
were anxious to see around the camp. He definitely helped the morale of the 
R’> f s by giving them cigarettes, news etc. He was never the cause of anyone 
getting beaten or mistreated and apparently had no authority at the camp (Ex Y). 


’Lt,. Commander Perabo, USNR, a Fw at Ofuna stated that Handsome 
Harry (Sasaki), a civilian, not a .guard, visited camp occasionally and never 
mistreated any PW's (Ex Z). . ■ 


Former 1st Lt. Boline, a PW at Ofuna from 2R May until 7 August 1 9h$, 

staged that Handsome Harry (Sasaki) was very nice to us (Ex AA). 

Sashizo Yokura, one of the accused,, after being warned of his rights 
as an accused, took the witness stand and testified on’his own behalf (R 799). 

He testified he graduated from the Japanese Naval Academy in 1930 and the Naval 
College in 19U3., He was attached to the Naval General Staff from 22 June 19R3 
to 20 June 1 9hB (R 802), He had-charge of U, S, air intelligence (R 803). 

The only command authority the accused had was over his direct subordinates 
who worked in the same section with him. . Ho had no relationship with the 
Qj.una Fl< Camp othGr than to interrogate iyl*s ther g* Hg visit od Ofuna from 
Se^pteinbor 19b3 to March 19li5 approximately three times a month. He interrogated 

Pi Ralker twice. The first time he interrogated him was around the end of 

December 19144* .He refused to write his name, rank and serial number in 
accordance with international law. During the interrogation 'Walker was given 
cigarette, tea and sweet potatoes but when he would not answer any questions, 
the accused ordered his noon meal hold up but did hot order that the meal be 
missed (R 8l*>). Accused did not order that Walker do kampan soji (R 306). 

The accused interrogated Walked* for the second.time the next day. At this 
interview Walker gave the accused his serial number and was more cooperative. 

Alter the interrogation the accused went to the gochos room whore Camp 
Commander -Hda and gochos Arajnaki artd Iwabuchi were, present . He handed the 

. PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/89fd0b 

(p 20 of 3I4. , Asoma ot al. Case’ #218) 

• D ' /' 




paper containing Walker's name, rank and serial number over to them for record¬ 
ing and having, hoard that Walker missed a meal the previous,day told them to 
make it up by giving him a treat. Walker at this time was in average physical 
condition (R 110). FW Walker in his second interrogation with the accused did 
not tell him he had been beaten nor did he show any signs of having been beaten. 
Subsequent to the second interrogation the accused had nothing further to do 
with PW.Walker (R 808). The accused never ordered the guards or personnel at 
Ofuna to do anything and had no authority to do so. The camp commander at Ofuna 
was attached to the Ybkosuka Naval Guard Squadron (R 809). The accused did not 
see any FW's beaten but did hear of three cases where FW's were beaten because 
they violated Gamp regulations (R 814)« The accused told Camp Commander Iida 
that for intelligence purposes it was very bad to beat FW's and therefore not to 
mistreat the FW's.- The accused did not order or cause Walker to be beaten and 
he had no knowledge thereof. Accused testified he did not cause or order any 
Japanese personnel at Ofuna to mistreat any PW nor did he consent thereto (R 817) 
The accused had no authority to take any action on complaints received from FW's. 
He did all he could but because of conditions prevalent at that time there was 
much that he could not do (R 831).. Neither the accused nor Sasaki informed 
Ofuna personnel as to the results of interrogations (R 832). 

Magoto Takita, a former lieutenant commander in the Japanese Navy who was 
assigned to the Naval General Staff from 1 March 1945 to the end of the war, 
testified for the defense on behalf of Yokura. The witness was trained by 
Yokura on how to interrogate FW's. Yokura instructed the witness to be friendly 
with the FW's, to respect international law' and not to use third degree methods 
on them or mistreat them (R 743)• The witness accompanied Yokura on three or 
four interrogations and saw him give cigarettes and tea to the PW's. He was 
very friendly to them and never browbeat, intimidated or threatened them (R 744). 
Yokura went on a lecture tour the first of April through May and upon return 
did no further interrogation work at Ofuna (R 744)• Members of the Naval General 
Staff did not have authority to give orders at Ofuna (R 745). The commanding 
officer of Yokosuka Naval Station had command authority over the Ofuna RAF Camp 
and he in turn received his orders from the Navy Minister (R 746). 

Takeji Oono, a witness for the defense on behalf of Yokura was formerly 
a.rear admiral in the Japanese Navy, and from March 1944 until March 1945 was 
division chief of the 3rd Division, Naval General Staff. The witness testified 
that the 3rd Division was concerned with intelligence (R 747).. Also Naval 
General Staff officers did not have the authority to Issue any orders. There 
was no connection between the Naval General Staff and Ofuna FW Camp except the 
General Staff could use the FW's in order to obtain information (E 749). 

Kaoru Takeuchi, a witness for the defense and formerly a rear admiral 
in the Japanese Navy served with the Naval General Staff from 10 July 1942 
until the termination of the war as section chief of the 5th Section in the 
3rd Division., Sasaki was one of the translators in the 5th Section (R 752). 

Ofuna was maintained as a temporary camp for FW's captured by the Japanese Navy 
before they were turned over to the Army. It w r as not built as an'interroga¬ 
tion center (E 754). Naval General Staff officers could not give orders at 
Ofuna as staff officers in the Japanese Navy did not have command authority. 

Ofuna was under the command of the commanding officer of the Yokosuka Naval 
Station. Officers who interrogated PN's were required to read a pamphlet en¬ 
titled "How to- interrogate Prisoners of War" which was drafted by Yokura. Its 
main points were to respect international lav / and not mistreat FW's. Many other 
officers not connected with the 5th Section visited Ofuna for the purpose of 
interrogating PW's (H 755). The 5th Section had nothing to do with the admin¬ 
istration of Ofuna (R 764).' Ofuna administrative personnel did not have to 
accept any advice regarding conditions in the camp’ from Naval General Staff of¬ 
ficers. If General Staff officers saw mistreatment of RT's they had no auth¬ 
ority to take any action (R 770). 

Juji Dnomoto, a witness for defense, was the civilian legal advisor of 
the Naval Ministry from 1915 to the termination of the war. He testified that 
Ofuna PW Gamp was under the jurisdiction of the Yokosuka Naval Station. The 
commanding officer of the naval station was directly responsible to the 
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Emperor and received order$ directly frba him. The naval station and the 
Naval General Staff were independent organizations and there was no command, 
responsibility between the two (it 77k)- Matters concerning naval Pfft s were 
hanoled by the Navy Ministry and under the Japanese system the 'Naval General 
Staff had nothing to do with Pd * s (ft 779). 

Sasaki, one of the accused, testified on behalf of Yokura and stated 
that .Yokura never threatened any- Pti r s with punishment (R 7i;0). 

Iwabuchi, one of the chief guards at Ofuna Til Camp, stated that 
Yokura was one of the interrogators who visited Ofuna and he did not give orders 
to anyone • On one occasion ho told the afiiant that Pm** s were not’to be beaten 
as it was bad for interrogation purposes (Ex D). 

As to Specification 3: At the close of the prosecutions case the 
attorney for defense made a motion for directed-verdict as to this specification 
on the grounds that no' evidence had been introduced by the prosecution in 
support thereof. At the time of the motion the defense counsel asked the 
prosecution if there was any evidence available to support this specification 1 
and the prosecuting attorney replied "No, I haven’t any." The 

prosecution moved to nolle prosequi this specification (R f>6£) but the notion 
was denied by the commission (R £66). Thereafter no further evidence in 
support thereof was introduced by the prosecution. 


k« Opinion: 


The Commission was constituted by proper authority and had 
jurisdiction over the accused and of the offenses charged. There is no evidence 
that the accused were not sane at the time of the commission of the alleged 
acts or at the time of the trial* 

The accused were ably represented by American and Japanese counsel 
and they fully cooperated in their own defense, produced witnesses on their 
own behalf and all of the accused took the witness stand in their own defense. 


Motion for Severance: 

■■ The defense made a motion for a severance. Defense stated the ' 
reason for requesting the severance was that.the defenses of the accused-wore 
mutually antagonistic and the accused definitely did not cqnsent to being 
tried together in a common trial (E 10). The motion was denied by the 
Commission (R 20). Granting or denying a severance is a matter within the 
sound discretion of the Commission. There does not appear to have been any 
abuse- of its discretion on the part of the Commission. Here the Commission 
felt that the interest's of each of the accused could be properly safeguarded, 
and a fair and impartial trial insured to all, without a severance. Individual 
counsel were provided for the accused in addition to advisory counsel. The 
rights of the, accused were not prejudiced by denying the severance. 


■ Objections to the Admissibility of Evidencet 

The various objections made by the defense to the admissibility of 
exparto affidavits, hearsay evidence;, and conclusions and opinions on matters 
by non-exports have boon passed upon by the Reviewing Authority heretofore 
and will not be discussed herein (U, V/. & Oota, Case 129), etc. The rulings of 
the. law member on. these objections- were not in error. 

Asona, Nishi, Sugeta, Obara and Mori : 

h • 

The record is legally sufficient to support the findings bf the 
Commission.. It is considered that no ruling of the Commission affects adversely 
the substantial rights of the accused. 
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J Evidence shows that .the, chain, of. command relating to Ofuna BV Camp 

stems from the commanding officer of Yokosuka Naval Station-, The Navy Ministry 
issued! instructions that the supervision of _P-,"*s was in the Army and the Navy 
was to administer them until they were turned over, to,the Army, Yokosuka Naval 
Station administered Ofuna Fh Gamp. The administrator or'commanding officer of 
Ofuna was appointed by the commanding officer of the' Minor Naval Station which 
was under the jurisdiction of' the Yokosuka Naval Station. Yokosuka Naval 
Station reported matters pertaining to Rv’s to the Mar- Ministry in accordance 
with regulations for handling R7»sV The Naval Station and the Naval General 
Staff were independent organizations and there was no command responsibility 
between the. two. The only authority the accused Yokura, a member of the Naval 
General Staff, could exercise .at Ofuna was to interrogate PSifis when he visited 
the camp several times a month. The accused Sasalci, a civilian interpreter for 
the Naval General Staff, possessed even less authority ‘at Ofuna as evidence 
indicates he could not and did not interrogate B/'s but merely acted as an 
interpreter for Yokura and other officers of’the Naval General Staff'. The 
evidence does not indicate that the accused Yokura and Sasaki had legally 
conferred command authority at Ofuna Bf Camp nor does it establish beyond a 
reasonable doubt that they actively and consistently assumed or exercised such 
authority'while visiting said camp* 

Sasaki: 

< 

The evidence introduced by the prosecution against the accused 
Sasaki is very meager and highly conjectural and supposititious* It is heavily 
outweighed * by the evidence presented by the defense on behalf of the accused 
and especially to*be noted are affidavits from such men as Lt. Col. Boyington, 
Commander O’Kane, Commander Fitzgerald and Louis S. Zamperini,*all high ranking 
FW’s at Ofuna for long periods of time arid persons in a position to know the 
true conditions existing at Ofuna and the persons responsible therefore. The 
accused is presumed to be innocent until every element of the offense charged 
has been established by competent evidence beyond a reasonable doubt and 
inasmuch as..,the evidence presented by the prosecution does not meet this test 
the findings of the Commission are against the weight of the evidence and the 
same should/set- aside and vacated and the sentence should be disapproved. - 

Yokura: 

As to Specification ,1* The evidence submitted by the prosecution in 
support of this specification is Wholly insufficient to sustain a finding of 
guilty thereon and the same should be set aside and vacated as the finding 
of the Commission is against the weight of the evidence. The only element of 
the specification proved by the prosecution was that the accused ordered that 
one meal be withheld from PA walker when he refused to cooperate during his 
interrogation. This incident occurred a day or two after he arrived at Ofuna 
and the evidence indicates he was ih average physical condition at the time* 

The accused testified that he ordered the meal held up until he finished 
interrogating the FA but did not order, that it be withheld entirely. It 
would appear unreasonable to hold that the withholding of one meal from a FA 
in average physical condition is such an act of mistreatment, abuse and torture 
as to constitute a war crime. 

* . • * • i 

* . 

As to Specification 3 ; At the close of the prosecutions case, the 
defense made a motion'for a finding-of not'guilty as to this specification on 
the grounds that the-prosecution had failed .to produce any evidence, in support 
thereof* The prosg.curtiipn' admitted that there, was no .evidonc: in support of 
this specification and moved to nolle prosequi- the same. Defense objected on 
the grounds that a motion for a finding of not guilty as to the specification 
was already before the CoraMssion and l!he motion 1 to nolle prosequi was. denied 
(R ^66). -Motion of the. defense for a finding of not guilty was also denied 
(R 532), Thereafter tW prosecution failed to. introduce any evidence in support 
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of the ..specification and the accused was found guilty thereof (R 922 ), 

The action of' the Commission .in denying the motion of the 
prosecution to nolle prosequi this specification was proper as neither the 
prosecution nor the Commission on their own motion without authority of the 
convening authority may nolle prosequi a charge or specification and where 
the accused has been arraigned upon and pleaded to the charges, in the absence 
of a legal withdrawal, 'he is' entitled to a verdict and the proper course of 
the Commission is to acquit upon the charge or specification in question (l6 
CJ U3U and U. S. vs Noguchi, “Case $181)* The action of the Commission in not 
sustaining the defense motion for a finding of not guilty as to this specification 
was erroneous and the finding of guilty should be set aside and vacated and 
the sentence as to the accused should be disapproved. 

The defense has submitted a brief in support of its motion for 
disapproval of the findings and modification of the sentences of Tokura and 
Sasaki. The brief and the arguments contained therein have been carefully 
examined. Most of the objections raised therein have been answered in the 
foregoing opinion. . f 

S>• Recommendations: 

There are no letters of clemency from any members of the Commission. 

The letters and petitions from others, filed herein, have been read and considered 
however, they reflect no new or additional evidence, 

Sasaki: The Commission sentenced this accused to confinement at 
hard labor for a period of eighteen (l8) years. The evidence is deemed 
legally insufficient to support the finding of guilty by the Commission for 
reasons stated in the foregoing opinion. 

Yo^ura: The Commission sentenced this accused to. confinement at. 
hard labor f.or/period of twenty-five (2£) years. The evidence' is deemed 
legally insufficient to support the finding, of guilty by the Commission for 
reasons stated in'the foregoing opinion. 

It is recommended that the findings and sentences bo disapproved. 

Asoma: The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at 
hard labor for a period of twelve (12) years. The sentence .is legal and is 
hot excessive. 

It is recommended that tlx? sentence bo approved. In compliance 
with established policy, owing to the length of time the accused has spent 
in confinement prior to the date of sentence, it is recommended that twenty- 
four (21^) months of the confinement at hard labor imposed bo rem. tted, Accused 
was confined 2 February 1 9h&» he was sentenced 30 April 1 9h9» 

Nishi: The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at 
hard labor for a.period of fifteon (15) years. The sentence is legal and 
is not excessive. 

It is recommended that the sentence be approved. In compliance 
with established policy, owing to the length of time the accused has spent in 
confinement prior to the date of sentence, it is recommended that twenty-one 
(21) months of the confinement at hard labor imposed be remitted. Accused was 
confined 26 April 19U6 j he was sentenced 30 April 19U8* 

Sugeta: . The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at 
hard labor for a period of ten (10) years. The sentence is logal and is not 
excessive, . 

I - . • • •; ' , 

" It is recommended*that the sentence be approved. In compliance 
with established policy, owing to the length of time the accused has spent in 
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confinement priop? to. the date of sentence, it is recommended that twenty-two 
(22) Months of the confinement .at hard labor imposed be remitted'. Accused was 

confined 1 April 1946; he was sentenced 30 April 1948. 

Obara: The Commission sentenced the acciised to confinement at 
hard labor for a period of''five (3) years. The sentence is legal and is not 
■excessive. .. . • ,g,;T . . 

It is recommended, that the sentence be approved. In compliance 
with established policy, owing to the length of time the accused, has spent in 
confinement prior to ; the date of sentence, it is recommended that eleven (ll) 
months'of the,confinement at hard, labor imposed be remitted. Accused was 
confined 28 February 1947 J he was sentenced 30 April 1948. 

Mori: The Commission sentenced the accused to confinement at. 
hard labor for a period of eight' (3) years* The sentence is legal and is 
not excessive. . . 

: , It is recommended that-the sentence be approved* In compliance 
with established policy, owing to the'length.of time the accused has spent in * 
Confinement prior to the date of sentence; it is recommended that twenty-two 
(22) months of the confinement at hard labor imposed be remitted. Accused was 
confined 30 March 1946 j he was sentenced 30 April 1948. 

•Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Honshu, Japan, is the appropriate place of 
confinement for the accused Asoma, Nisid., Sageta, Obara and Mori. 

6 . A ction: 

• Attached hereto are forms of action designed to carry into 
effect the above recommendations. 



JOHN H. V0G3L 
Reviewer 

Judge Advocate Section 


It is considered that the findings and sentences r.s to accused Sasaki and 
Yolcura, as'well r.s to the other accused, should be unproved. 


Compelling evidence in the case establishes that the 'named accused, Sasaki 
and Yolcura, upon occasions when they would visit Ofuna Camp to interrogate oris- 
oners, individually and jointly participiting, both ordered and suggested to 
carp personnel that prisoners who. ha ’ not answered freely ( ,! no soeako") would be 
beaten, suffer ration reductions, or do the infamous, brutal, and exhausting 
lcampa.n soji, accompanied by beatings with clubs.. The evidence establishes thr t 
there is a distinction without a difference in result under these facts between 
ordering with command authority and ordering without command authority from the 
line of command.- When personages such as-the two name-’ accused descended from 
the top echelon of the Naval General Staff a.nd made suggestions, these sugges¬ 
tions wore enthusiastically accepted by the cam ocrsonncl and, carried into exe¬ 
cution, Sasaki and Yokurn, being- men of high educational 'Qualifications and 
considerable intelligence, had ; over y reason to know and to'; exbect’> that*.the nor¬ 
mal, result of a suggestion from a person in their position-would be the execu¬ 
tion of that suggestion wit^'as much certainty and celerity as if-it were an 
order from one in the chain of command.. The actual results justify this conclu¬ 
sion. 'It is manifest (Yon the evidence that camp personnel vied with each other 
in their-zealous efforts to .implement the expresses 1 desires of ronresentatives 
of the Naval General Staff. . 
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In the case of Pajor Walker',- in particular, a beating of destructive severity, 
withholding of food end. kampan soji, resulted .from his proper refusal to divulge 
military information/ immediately after hi& arrival at oamp. At the instigation 
of the two named accused, the mistreatments were initiated. Their scope was continu¬ 
ously increased for several months until the result reasonably to be anticipated, 
namely, the viotim’s death, was accomplished. This was indeed a'typical case of 
killing a, human being "by inches". (Cf Base Docket 46 Nich-izawa, Case Docket 128 
Sakcjina, Case Docket: 25 Ikegorai,"Case Docket 253 Kitamura, Case Docket 150 l r uta) 

Excerpts from the evidence which stand out with respect to the cases involv¬ 
ing Sasaki and Yolcura*, are set out below* 


,yQ, Did Sasaki interrogate yob aione? 

A Both alone and with another man, 

Q Did Yolcura interrogate you alone-or with somebody? 

A Always With somebody, •• 

Q Was that an interpreter with him? 

A It was. : 

Q Who interrogated you the first time that you remember? 

A The man Sasaki and a follow we knew as ‘The Little Captain*. 

Q Did Sasaki.say anything to you at that time? 

A Yes. Do you want to know what he said? The ’Little Captain’ was 
just sitting and looking through a pile of paners, a briefcase full of in¬ 
formation, and .Sasaki told me that—he explained to me that I wasn't a 
registered prisoner of war, that I was a special prisoner of the Greater 
East Asaa Co-Prosperity Sphere and was, as far as the Japanese were con¬ 
cerned, still a combatant." (li 99 ) 

"Q What did V snki question you about when he questioned you alone? 

A On different occasions he questioned me both alone and with the 
’Little Captain* on time of flights," (R 100) 


"Q Did the Japanese personnel around Ofuna Camp show resoect to Yolcura ' 
and Sasaki? 

A Yes, 

Q In what way? 

A They always snapped to attention when any of these interrogation of¬ 
ficers entered the camp, the guard on the gate and the guards aroimd the 
compound always came to attention when they came by, when they passed, and 
^hey generally appeared to respond to their orders or requests or whatever 
they were. Of course, they spoke in Japanese and I don’t know what they 
said," (W 101 ) , > 


*1 think that WAUCER was questione' 5 . After .the questioning was finished, 
on his way back in front of the interrogation room, SASAICI .gave me, the 
guard who was on duty, the order, "Beat him"; and S/iSJUH returned to head¬ 
quarters. I remember that after duty in the barracks I told my colleagues 
that SjiSALI had given me the order. I think that colleagues most surely 
know that. Reluctantly, following orders and.with confused respect to my 
superior, I carried out the beating, * * * * 

Q After you received, this order from Sr.sa.ki. did you .tell anyone else 
about this order and that you received it from Sasaki? . 

A After I received this order, I wept back, to my room and-thought it 
over. I decided I ha'd^ better carry it out because I might be reprimanded 
if I did not obey it. I spoke to a group of men in the off. duty room about 
^ ~~ r -mong the group were Arakawa, LTishi, Sugata and Obara might have been 
there. I tol ' 5 them Sasaki had, ordered me. As I was telling him this, Ara¬ 
kawa cane in and said he heard Sasaki telling Tidd to have ’.Talker beaten, 

Q Was there an order also given that Walker was not to be fed? 

A Yes - SnsaM. said - ’Have this orisoher beaten - an ' 5 '’on't rive him nnv 
food.’ , * 

* * * * * >:< * ’ * * * 

Q What did Iwa.buchi or Aroraaki say when you told them Sasaki had given 
you this order to beat Walker? ?* ‘ _ ' ,. 
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■u They a flic! it.was a Naval GonerT Staff order and it rui' have t bo 
obeyed, . • i ’ • ■ 

Q Tas it your understanding • that y-u fallow-all the orders iven by the 
Naval’ General Staff? T 

L r was''under that iimressiyn all r.lony that the Naval General Staff was 
tel liny ny super! -rs what to do* X was nily a yunfd and 1 ^ic’n t know the chain 
-f p o:n!aany , • 

Q How was Sasaki Nrcssc'" the day he rave you this rdcr t > boat Talker? 

A All Naval .General Staff vr-ro civilian clothes with a rod button in their 
la^cl denotin' then.as officers. ,Sasaki. woro a red- butt n in his ln-'d denotiny 
that he was the rank of an officer. The button was worn to den-te the fact that 
the wearer was in the cam on official business, 

Q Aii’. y u know that Sasa’d was a civilian? 

A No — /henever the nc.nbcrs of the Naval General Staff passed h yuard. we 
rr-vo then a. rifle salute —— if he was a. civilian.he would sa’ it was not necessary 
but if.';he was an ,officer he w- ul-’ ackn-wlciyo the salute, Acc-rdin, t - regula¬ 
tions, the button in the lanel Ge’nbted. the wearer as an officer — Sa'saki 'always 
acknowledged the salute — that is ho returned the' salute by noddiny his head." If 
an officer was in uniform he saluted, Every now and then Sasaki wore' a "Sento-Bo” 

- military cay - when he fid - he always returner 1 the ,rifle salute with a hr,nr 1 
srlute. 

Q ’./as there over a tine when you d ubted Sasrki was an officer? 

A .N-, H (Exhibit 99 > "'ayes 1 and 2) 

The above accuser 1 ., .,sona, testified that there vjere sorie que-sti ns and answers 
ia. Exhibit 99 th.t were not translated when he siyncd (A 313 , 31 /.) but ho d.-cs not 
kn-w which ones they wore (a 326 ), He nowhere repudiated the evidence set out, r 

"Con-'r. Yokura seened to be frette-’ at Taj or Talker 1 s refusal t- oomcrate 
with hin as t his identity which could have been easily sh « if his leather 
jacket were n t ?ce->t in such- a way a.s unable. t*' read then, 

"Ccndr*- YTcurh • raerod a netty officer <~ n duty of that day n 't t ,yive a neal ' 
to Taj or ’Talker because -f his unwillingness to cooperate(Exhibit 100) 

"Q r- ,,« u recall Sasaki nniny into the kitchen after first interrogation af 
1 Talker and sayiny walker, was very uncooperative, and . shbul-’ bo nunishe' 1 ? 

A Aonroxinatcly late N-venbor 19 l\b in the afternoon, U ,\A„ I was fcrinyiny 
in c-al with ! a j ; 'r Beyinyton t- the kitchen r.ni Ii-’a r n 1 Sasaki were soo:.!dn" by 
the st-vo r.rv' Sasaki w-s s'dn;; that aj r Talker was n-t tellin ■ the truth to the 
Naval General Staff interr-yat rs an 1 .r'crc 1 Xid G t . cut nff Talker* s f-od and 
tn bo; t hid and verified this statement when Asena was tellin; Shinr.y.nrj pv.ra 
and tlicr yur.rds in the barracks*" (Exhibit 102 ). 

"Q ‘ id Crnna.ndcr Yokur . ever ar 'er y u t nistreet the 'ris ners? 

A T recall C-nrr.n-’er Yokurr. '’r’eriny no n-t t< feed the oris-.ners on at 
least two 'ccnsi- ns — I recall .that •one -f these oris-ners was.I hj r Talker but 
I cann- t recall the none f the other nc at this tine, Connr.nd.cr Y'kurn said, net 
tc feed ’"ajar ’ .biker his evenin' meal* 

Q kid you -oass the -rdcr on not -1 ■ feed '/hiker? 

A Yes, I tol r Iwatuchi, the nu-bor -nc corn oral of the yuard, not t- feed 
Talker his oveniny ncal, 

r * * * * * 4c * * . 4 , 

Q rid Sasaki S’-cok t • y-u in rc : a.rd t Talker? 

■ 11 . Yes, I was stan'iny by the kitchen when Sasaki cane over to ne and said 
that ."ajar T lker would n-t '.answer any quc-Sti ?is and to have hin bea ten tv>, Sasr.IdL 
seened. -to be vcr* r -anyry. • 

,* . * * * 4c 4c 4c 

Q describe the circumstances ar-und YTcura’s -rdel* t \/ithh Id the evoniny 

'meal of "'.ajar Talker? 

A Yokura nc.t nc in the fra.nt of the interryy- ti■;n r. e -1 just before he left 
at about J+sOO o’ clock in the a.ftern'on — he called me over n 1 said, *No : . 

natter haw tie quoatton’ i.ajer . , .'alkfe’r, he’will not answer — I 
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want tonight's meal cut off*. Both Cbpnander Ypktfra and Sasaki seemed- 
to be .very angry with Major Walker. 

• . * • . s,f’~ >* 

Q*' Do you-think/^oiaa.would have been justified in following, an order 
from Sasaki t'o beat Major Walker? 

A I would have followed if I had. been in his place. 

Q Why do you ■ think-As oma would have been justified, in following 
-Sasaki's order to beat 3Shjor Walker?. ' * 

A First because, we had been told to cooperate with the Naval General 
Staff and Asorad' probably thought Sasaki was an officer because SasdlJi 
sometimes came dotvn alone to interrogate the prisoners and also because 
he dressed the same as Captain Sanematsu and Commander Yokura — that is 
•he wore the red badge on the lapel of his coat, indicating he was'of of¬ 
ficer rank. The guards before being, assigned to Ofuna, were told to co¬ 
operate with the Naval General Staff.” (Exhibit 103, pages 1 and 2). 


”Q Did you receive ah order from Yokura to punish Major Walker? 

A I did. receive an order. 

Q What was the order? 

A The order 'he gave me was that Major Walker did not say the truth 
and that he was rather silent since Yokura came to investigate him. With 
that, Yokura further stated' that, do not give any food to the Major until 
tomorrow and that he should be made to do kampan soji. 

Q Was that an order given directly to you? 

A Yes, I ‘received it from him directly.” (Exhibit lOlf, page l). 


”Q Was Walker punished in any other way? 

A Yes. Yokura _also said to have Walker moo the corridor alone until 
he is exhausted — this may change his mind about talking -- do not boat 
him as this will only make .him more stubborn. I do not know whether 
iwnbuchi passed the order on but he must have. Ibis mopping detail was 
given to Walker in addition to having his food cut because he would, not 
answer the questions asked of him by Yokura and Sasaki(Exhibit 105, page 1 .), 


”Q First time you met Major Walker, was it for the purpose of inter¬ 
rogating him? 

•fc No, I had heard from Sasaki that he and Yokura- had worked on Major 

Walker for hours and they couldn't got anything out of him--that he was 

a very tough case, and he also said, 'We told the guards not to feed him?.” 
(Exhibit 106, page l). ■ • 

*Q Would it have been oossible for a guard to believe that Sasaki was 
an officer? 

A Yes, 

Q Could Sasaki give orders to the guards at Ofuna? 

A Yes, if Sasaki gave an order to a guar'"; the guard would, have obeyed 

him. Sasaki had the civilian rank of a Lieutenant and was known as the 

confidant and spokesman cf Captain Sanematsu,- Chief Interrogator, of the, 

5th Section,, and therefore his words carried a great deal of weight.” 
(Exhibit 106, page 3 ). 


”Q Could Sasaki give orders tc the Ofuna personnel concerning the 
prisoners? 

•A Sasaki was equivalent rank tc Lieutenant (s.g.) so his orders would 
be obeyed. ' . • • • . . ... 

Q What kind of orders did Sasaki: give.in regards to the prisoners? 

A Sasaki gave orders frequently to bring in a prisoner for interro¬ 
gation, blindfold them and put them in solitary.. I have been told by . 
Japanese Naval attorney in Yokohama that it was not in the regulr.tion 
for- the Naval General Staff Member to give orders to a unit commander, 
however, it was a practice i'A Ofuna for the Naval General Staff interro¬ 
gators to tell the Ofuha personnel what to do regards to the prisoners. 
Sanembtsu, Yokura and Sasaki all gave orders to the guards -- Iida, carp 
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commander, could Hot tell these Naval General Staff interrogators that 
they coulcl not give orders to^ the Ofuna personnel ns Iida was of lower 
rank than any of them,” (Exhibit 107, pages.1 and 2) 

”Q What was ijhe visible effect of this treatment on WALKED? 

A The visible effect was not physical but rather a mental effect, 

* * * ... * * * • * - , • * •• •: 

Q As a result of these beatings and forced exercise you- would, say , 
that- his mental' condition was impaired? — - - 

A The beatings he received undoubtedly contributed greatly to. his 
death,” (Exhibit 7* pAge 3)» 

”J■ ajor Walker weighed J 4 J 4 kilos on admission to the Shinagawa Hospi¬ 
tal, He exhibited, the most extreme case" of malnutrition that I have 
seen. He" was nothing 7 but skin and bones with a slight degree of puffi¬ 
ness around his ankles. He had no control over the muscles controlling 
hi's head and neck. The muscles normally used in keeping the head up¬ 
right wore so wasted and par^lyze^. that when he sat up with assistance, 
his head fell back, so that hie ; was unable to..look straight ahead, . With 
the help of his hands he would push his head forward, in which position 
■he was just able to feed himself, * * * * * * 

He was considered to be the most ill patient in Shinagawa Hospital, and. 
he was taken on board the- American Naval Hospital Ship, ‘Benevolence 1 , 
as a priority case where he rallied at first but died some 36 hours after 
his arrival on board the Benevolence-,” (Exhibit 126, pages 1 and 2). 

”Q You are the James iC. Sasaki who has previously testified in this 
case as a ivitness in vour own behalf, are you not? s 

A Yes. . 

r * * * * * * * * * * 

Q Now, you have, testified, in connection with that that Yolcura ordered 
the petty officer on duty that day not to give a meal to Major Walker, 
is that correct? 

A Yes.” (P 739) 

”Q Are you now sure, hr, Sasaki, that Yolcura ordered the pqtty officer 
to skip one meal for Walker? . . * 

* * * * * Jjc * * ^ ' gft 

A Yes, as I recall, that was right.” (2 6 I 4 5) 

m 

‘‘While at the Ofuna Interrogation Center he became familiar with the 
person whose photograph appears on the reverse side hereof, and whom he 
knew as (Handsome Harry, apparently had .position as being in charge of 
all interrogation), 

”That on or about 15 or 20 December I 9 I 4 I 4 . I know that this Japanese was 
responsible for the beating and. starvation of Major William Walker of b.S,- 
Army Air Forces resident of Salt Lake City, Utah, The reason for the beat¬ 
ing was due to the refusal of prisoner to disclose requested information. 
The beating of the prisoner was administered by the guards at the direc¬ 
tion of ’Handsome Harry’ and the method of beating was by the use of clubs. 


"’Handsome Harry’ 7 continually promised the prisoners better food and . 


a general betterment of living conditions however, such promises never 
materialized,” (Exhibit 92) ; d. ' . ■ 


t - 

Q Arakawa, did you hear any remarks made so as to form a basis for 
the fact that Walker was supposed to be very uncooperative? 

'A I did* 

Q Will you tell the Commission briefly what that basis was as you 
knew it? ..... 

.A It was around the .eijd of-November I 9 Z 4 I 4 -. It was in the afternoon 
and was getting slightly dark. Boyington-and I .had brought in sorie cori-1, 
Ai; that time Commander—the comp comander named Iida and Shsaki were 
standing in front of a stove*and at that tine I accidentally overheard 
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Sasaki telling the cam comm ne’er that Walker was interrogated that day 
but that he did not cooperate; also that Walker wps no good. He also 
was telling the cam commander that if tfalker were to be made to suffer 
a bit he might talk; he either was telling the cpmp conriander to beat 
Walker or was asking the camp commander to have Walker beaten." (p 355). 

"A Well, X- recall one time when he came to my cell by himself and 
told me in a very polite fashion that I would shortly be sent to a good 
camp where I would have more adequate food and where the treatment of the 
guards would be much better and that I would not have the abuse which I 
undoubtedly had there. I, ^of course, was' in a position where I would 
grasp at, straws at that time and I was very happy and related the incident 
to the prisoners around me, one of whom was Doc Frellson, who told me not 
to put too much confidence in what he said, inasmuch as he knew that the 
same non, Sasaki, had ordered him to be beaten previously for not being 
cooperative with answers to his questions." (P 501). 

"A May I answer the question in the following fashion* X did not 
hear Sasaki give any orders to beat any prisoners, Frellsen included; 

X did. not hear any guards say that Sasaki had given them orders; I 
cannot trace from my own observation any beatings which I know to have 
been made pursuant to Sasaki's orders. I merely testify to what I knov\r 
on the matter* that Frellsen told me that Sasaki had ordered him beaten 
and also deprived of his food for one meal." (P 503). 

'Asoraa then brought out Id a 3 or l/allcer into the passageway and he said 
that I do not know who, but someone from the Gunreibu had ordered that 
Major Walker be beaten, so we are going to beat Major Walker. I, there¬ 
fore, gave Ifejor Walker two blows with a stick on the, buttocks." (P 688), 

*0n about 10 November 19^1, I refused to answer some questions he 
asked me during an interrogation, and 'Handsome Harry* ordered, a guard to 
have my rations stopped for a period of three days. This order, was sub¬ 
sequently carried out," (Exhibit 51) 

"I do not intend to shirk my responsibility. This incident happened 
because I interrogated major Walker, and on this point, if I had done 
things more carefully, I believe that such a problem would not have 
arisen. -The guards had no criminal intent. They just beat mechanically. 

X therefore would like to bear the responsibility." (P 8l6, Yokurr's 
Statement). 

* "Ex-Naval Petty Officer, 2nd Class, NISHI Masanori, made the follpw- 
ing replies when he interviewed me (AGANE) in April I9I16 (Japanese Han) 
at the Second Demobilization Bureau* 

A Have you ever beat POWs at OFUNA Camp? 

N (N‘hereinafter means N1SHC) I once beat Major WALIIEP around Janu¬ 
ary. 191*6* 

A Why did you beat him? 

N Because I ; wns ordered to do so by an interpreter of the Naval Gen¬ 
eral Staff in front of the 'Guards' Room.' 

A *Did you take what the interpreter said for an order? 

N Since the interpreter was a personnel of Naval General Staff, I 
thought ./that what he said might well be taken for an order. Moreover, a 
member o‘f- the Naval General Staff was present that day at the OFUNA Cam 
for examination. 

* * * * * * *. * * * 

A Are you sure that the interpreter of the Naval General Staff told 
you to beat' the POW? 

N Yes, I*n sure.'! (Exhibit llA, mdge 2) / 

w ,/ • . 1 

Q Is it ^our testimony that Talker was beaten the morning after he 
arrived in cam? 1 •• ■ .. 

- •**,.. ... 4 . 

V , • • I , 
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torm. n; 


"Q bid. ' ,'c.lkcr tell you he had refuse ' 1 to say anything? 

4. I* thinJ: thr.t was the ratarbs who said that, not Talker, 


(■:i 270 ) 


However, v jor Talker informed. no shortly, after he cane to ffuna, in 
a brief conversation thrt we hr.c! while I was sweeoinr un the corridor,- 
that a nuiber of the ruc.rds hac! visited his cell at niht and hac! riven 
hin r. severe boatin'- with clubs. * * * * * - * 

.biker tola nc on that occasion thr.t the yuard.s kevt snyin— to hin, • ,**ilo 
svca.ko, • nnc. I fathered that his i-nression ivr.s thr.t thov hac! heart! 
that he had ■ f i ven incorrect answers tc 'interiv- 7 ati^ns, because he tolc! 
nc th..t he hre been questioned ah.'! that he hac! a lot of infor-'iation 
which he .hat 1 every "intention c f concealing; and. he asked ny at!vico on 
hov/ best he. caul ' 1 answer interrogations an--! satisfy then cneu -h-that 
• ho'would avoir 1 the concordtant bcatin-s 0 " 


"Q TJo you. knew whether or. hot i agor Talker was able, tc satisfy his 
interrogators'?' .• . 

• ...4- I .can only assunc,f'sir, that he fit 1 not satisfy his interroent rs 
at'allc 

* * . ' * . * 


1 


--Yes, sir, I 'if., He never tele nc any specific interrogators who 
had.questioned hin, but he sab 1 that he was not coin," to tell then any- 
thine, because he hac. toe nuch that he considered secret, e.nr! that he 
coulc.n t in i.ll conscience toil then rf-^ut, ..n ' 1 he couplet! the boatin'- 
he hat! receive '- 1 shortly rlftcr he ha - 1 arrived there with his failure to*" 
satisfy the interrogate rs, because he said that the -ur.rds when thov 
'were boa tin." hin, they rare - 1 at hin, »Uo Saenko.-* rt (?. 527 ), 


"The afternoon after his arrival Tsana tel-' ne in front of the soldiers* 
quarters thr.t he was tel ' 1 by Sasaki to beat Talker, * * * * 

■ hen X arrive-, there, Asoria told nc that since this vr::s an order fr->ri 
the Gunreibu I woul ' 1 have tc beat '/hiker too, I therefore r-ot the stick . 
fron Asc nr. and beat Talker two cr three tines." (b 737 ), 

”Q # Before you went t Suyano frist nor, wore you tel - 1 at the Second 
“onobilizati-n n-t t' testify .veinst the Ilaval General Staff? 

A Yes, 

Q ,!Tcrc ,you told at the Secon 1 . bentbilization t take all blare-for 
beatines personally? 


A Yes, . 

* * * * * A ■ * * * 

Q Proceed. 

A This is in the natter cTiccrinin ‘ Sasaki which I. nrcvi uslv nen- 
tioned. I an definitely'sure that Sasaki was a civilian.- However, he 
was riot an ordinary civilian. Durinr. the war he ha - 1 the duty of ghther- 
id. ar.v.ntayc us infornatii-n for the Javanese forces. As* such, he was 
a nenbor rf th- Gunreibu, an - 1 whatever he- said we trek it as wor-’s of 
the Gunreibu • . .ore over, when I went to the oris oner of war cam, I was 

trld by Gonnan-’er Iid.a to obey the or-’ers of the Gunreibu, Tc note - 1 
accordingly," (H 73 O) 


"Q. Hew nc.ny tines were y- u interrelate - 1 by Sasaki? 

I d.c not renenber the exact nun’-er, but there were several tines, 

Q i- he act as interrogator or as interpreter on 'those, cc.-.siyns? 

A At tines he woul - 1 be the interpreter f r Can tain Snnenatsu, ’The 
Little Captain, * at tines ho woul 1 be the interpreter f r * Hie- Cornan-'er, • 
an f at tines he has questioned nc by hi.nself an 1 no -'nc else vrs present,'* 

(H 223). . ; 
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n A (Continuer 1 ) It hr.s * Reserve ITo;-2« written bv it, And 

'.'hn^sone Harry' was in there clone. lie t-l ’ no, hr. Sable, the 
Crnt"*in r.n-' the Coirinnder have lost all patience with you. Thcw ars ’ 
tirer’-of travclin-'. over these 31 ^^ mt rr' ! s te question voul' ' ' 

The C;. 0 tain.PS., chit .here Way an' 1 I wnul 1 advise wu to .‘-o in r^r 1 
tell an entirely new a.nd true story. If net, I an afraid of v/h'.t will 
h.aoocn t . y Ui’.*! (;i.32ij.)« ■ • ' 

‘ ( . ; . . •’ ’* * ' • _• 

,! A (Continued) Can tain Sanenatsu an' 1 Vllanr’.sone Harry,«. I know, 
were there* I pave then crrinlete info nation, to. the .test of ny 
.’enrwlo'V'Pf to any and every question, except a few oertai.ninp to radar, 
that I knew, Iwrqs presenter’- with a nackaqe of Anerican "fed Cross 
ciyarg${;cs-and one cidalV I return^ to ny cell an' 1 all the puarcls. 
to!' 1 no ,I- w|s. a '• j oto furyo, * e. pend nri'SnneV.” ( : 2^5), _ 

-. • • ” 1 " ' • 

"Q ' rid 'Talker ever do kanpan' soji T ' 

A Y ( es, he '"icy. «•.' _ *, ' '• . * , , 

Q, r 'n hiw nany ceasions? 

A He did kannan soji off an 1 on all winter, anr 1 off etnsUpn all 
surrner, It would be a very rquqh estinatc that I c-'Ul* 1 nxve of the 
nun’ er of tines he ^id khJhnan s-ji. I w-ul 1 ' sa”. 25 tines." (1232). 

"A ■;al?cer wqs .bn u.-ht.out of his cell, out of cell 37, -’irootly 
..cross fr^.n-ne, an' after nuch discussion on how kannan soji was done, 
he bopcin nushin* the non up an’ 1 down the.floor. I would estinatc that 
this kannan soji started at an-.roxinr.tely 0*30 in the no min- . This 
kanpan soji .lasted for an extended ti.no, 1 y,os timtion would, be front 
one to two hours. The auards tc ck turns of followin'* hin un and r\-xm 
the “.assa'peway, I saw nany blows just outside' of ny cell, I saw ‘Talker 
lyinp face down flat on the floor just outside of ny cell, and iust 
outside of his cell, 

I c 'ul' see hin cninp vast ny line of view °n his knees, nr t his 
foot, .but on his knees, with his elbows an' 1 his , han^s -n the deck, just 
crawlin . It woul' • take naybe five riinutes for hin tc ~ct fron one end 
of the “>assapeway t the other. I would estin.tc tha.t I saw at least 
ten blows outside of ny cell.- I counter 1 nore than thirty-five that I 
coul 1 hear, 

I ..now th t he nt-.ssc’ out at least one tine, 1 oca.usc I saw then 
holy hin stand back un just outside’of ny cell. I saw it -bop-in r.n 1 I 
s.../ it cn , hen they out hm hack int his cell he was a. ver”' broken 
-and. beaten nan. The result cf th-1 bcatinp left hin with a very'bad, 

I will call it, snine or back. lie was deathly afraid of the ruards. 

That was shorn by his acti- ns later on." ' (y 233) ■ * -- 


"Lt, “ax B. Frcllsen, USII..: 
Seattle, ' fa s hi np tan, told nc 
f-r "b ut 3 d.-.ys as 0 result 
ration b’- 'Hands me ‘.T rm' . 

. Subsequent t~ intcrr r pati 
• alker, H • S. Amy ,.ir Forces 
a B -29 pmuo based on Sain an i 
Jeannese puards wh'-se nr.ncs r>: 
tions ofi»Handsone IT rry*, I 
a contributing.factor in the . 
valence." (Exhi’-it 6 I 1 ). 


:, nrosontly stationed at Sand Print, near 
that 'no had 1 ocn deprive- 1 nf his rations 
f his refusal t c o-'er-tc. in an interr''- 


■■ n by * Han- 1 S' ne Harry', Taj nr Tillian 
deceased, f^rnerly oneration officer in 
suffered frequent beatinps at .the hands of 
r descri-'ti ns I dn not rcnc:T cr on instruc- 
t is ny- cnini n thr.t these beatinps were 
death of raj or 'Talker aboard the USS Bcne- 


"Q ‘.fore you fanili-r with a Japanese kn- wn as. SAS.Ea ? 

A Yes. He was the intern re ter r.n' intelligence officer at the cen¬ 
ter, He interre.~c.ted the ^ris-ners .n 1 was roso nsi’He for the nunish- 


nent and pencral treatient -f the Prisoners, 


(r 32 of 3h, Asona et al, Case ,;213) 
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far hours and tried to break then drvm to. obtain information, lie 
was sunooscd to inform the Prisoners of their rights while interned 
band what was expected of them*.. It was the cone ml on ini on that he 
was the one who ordered the punishment.,.. I did n't hear S AS Alt pive 
any orders that were concerning the' nunishnent,of the mrisoners be¬ 
cause they were' riven in Japanese, but urn on return from the office . 
used by SASAH the mris-ners were beaten an'- 1 mistreated in rcneral* 
lie was the only ne v;ho had cany o> ntact with the nris'ners, so far as 
cofivcrsati' n was concerned, SASAAI had lived in the United States for 
a number of years, in the vicinity of Los Anpelcs, California, and had 
nasterc’ the Enplish lr.npuape, The manner in which the Japanese •ad¬ 
dressed SASA’T made us thin!: that he was a hiph rankin’ mors on at 
the center, ..lie was highly respected,^-. (Exhibit 70, mape l) # 

V • • , • • 

' K .7hilc at the Ofuna Intorr -ation Center he became familiar with 
the worsen whose photopraph nwn'ears -n the reverse side hereof, and 
whom he knew as JA ES .PSACX (?h'netic)> interpreter. 

"That 'SAC'.!,was responsible far the pcnoral nunishnent *-f mris- 
oners at funa, in attemts to break then d-wn to *• ’-tain inf rotation,.. 

I3Ls job was t inf m the prisoners ef their riphts and what was ex- 
. mooted r.f then while interned. The treatment was peneral and every¬ 
one was subject t: it at one. time or .another," (Exhibit 72)^ 

• » • 

.■ . ."'.fhilc at the •".fana 'Intorr pati"n Center, he became familiar with ' 

.. 1 th<j mers-mn wh sc nhetapraph appears -on the reverse si "e hero* f, and 
whom he knew as*Sasaki (phonetic), the head interropat-r of the dfuna 
Center, from r ct ter 19l4 t- September 19i;5. 

n That pn variotis codas ions, the identified Sasaki -rderod nrisners 
t- pc without foe d for net .answering questions administered by the 
. identified, Anonp these prisoners made tc po with ut food was one ax 
E, Frcllsep whose hone address is Baskin, La." (Exhibit Oj), 

"A Yes, it was. It was very important t>- lose a meal, '.’hother it 
made such a tre.nend' us, -r had such a tremendous effect on th: physical 
condition of the men f-r a m n to lose a meal, or a series rf meals, as 
a f rm of punishment, *-r. f -r any other reas n in ■''funa Prison Dam had 
a very scri'.us effect mn his mental c ndition, These mc-n, as has been 
br upht put by : r. Braun an cress examine ti. n, wore in a. state ~f mal¬ 
nutrition, am’ they were fear craze*’. They were actually fear crazed, 
because the” realized, they wore starvin'- t death. It is. a sensati n 
yru can never pet fr n bcinp hunpry. Yu can only -ot it fr n bcinp 
in a sta.rvod condition," ( l. 1 '.9)• 

"A If a nan has been starve" t • the extent that his b dy is wasted 
away, and he is in a. state of malnutrition, t. f course it is a medical 

question, but I shoul’ sr.-- t< miss a. meal, or .a series of meals would 

be a very serious matter whore his health is c ncernod, as well as his 
mental wellbcin' - ," *(A 150), 

t 

"Q . id Yelcurc. pive any, orders t rt the personnel at 'funa? 

»" A ilo, he did n t pive any "Tiers, ; "ne day fallowin' his first in- 

•.* terroeatien of major .alker, ho t Id ne that ".falkcr was 1 -*einy • deceptive 
an*’ I should cut his meals, until the fallowing'namin ', This was not an 

official order but he tel*’ it to me when he was lc vine the cam, an* 1 I 

took it as rm order," (Exhibit pape l)». 

From the above and . the "thcr.evidence in the case, it can plainly be seen tha* 
the proof' was adequate t* es^cddLish that Sasaki an*’ Yckura were pc rticipants and, 
in fact, in the number of/mstipat rs of the mistreatments which were'an~np the 
direct and. proximate causes which in cenbimti'n directly resulted in the death "f 

.. . I. *..’ . 
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. ajor .r.lkcr. They set the st ayc tvnd called 'ythe tunc, xi justice requires then 
t pay the fir 1 .filer, Other -mistreatments at the instiration of Sr.sr.ld as alleged 
in Specification 3 appear from the evidence set out in the foreroinr.review. 

As to^rocification 3, Yolcura, the finding cf ruilty is not sustained by the 
|f r roof * There is n; substantial evidence t establish the allerr.ti, ns. This the 
prosecution itself admitted (ii 555)« » 

The irnropqr .restriction by the commissi n. of the ripht . f the defense to 
cr- ss-oxomine Balch a ncerniny his allegedly poor eyesirht. is note' 1 . In maid nr 
the reemnendations hereafter stated, undersayned has disregarded the ■ evidence'of 
Balch as far as it relates t his assertion of having seen Ydcura in Cam Ofuno. in 
. Juno or July- 19 ) 45 , Under these circumstances, the error cannot be said t~ have 
harried the accused Yolcura. 

defense ,uryes that the addition of the phrase "with others” in the findings 
c ncernin Specification 1, Sasaki, enlarged the issue, This assertion cannot be 
sustained since the specification did not oriFinally restrict the criminal actions 
cyainst.the victim t- the accused nor allege that he was the sole actor causin'- 
the death f ."aj- r Talker, . . 

* Statements of commendation by responsible witnesses as referred to in the 
f-refoin;; review, bares 19 and 20, .wore fully presente- 1 tv the commission an' 1 must 
have been considered in its lenient sentence with respect t Sasaki, the object 
of the statements• sentence cf much areater severity is justified arainst him 
for the naliynant actions in which he was a willinp participant. It is apparent 
that because -f the close confinement in which the prisoners f war .wore' held at 
''funa (soli tar- confinement in the int err oration stares), the prisoners themselves 
w'Uld. have little opportunity freely t - observe such actions as those of Sasaki 
which a plethora of evidence established as the cause of the mistreatments of which 
he was ^qonvictod. It is also clear fr-m the evidence that he was‘caterin'- to pris¬ 
oners wh' talked an' 1 encourayinr viciousness against these wh- "no'spcnko”, He 
evic.cncor. that his experience ..during his Ion;; stay in America created dmubts in 
his mind as to the ability V Japan t win the war. This would normally influence 
a pers n in his position t' try to play "both sides ayninst the middle” and have a 
frienc. in either o~rt. In this he seems t have succeeded. In thc .30 statements, 
no v.is ■>ara. , c.lent f any kind is made or intended ayainst any of the character wit¬ 
nesses sup ">lied by Sasaki, without a shadow of a f u 1_ t they believed that he had 
rood, qualities. He showed his best side to them. It is believed that rerc.rd.less 
f his motive, such actions as that cn the occasion when ho secured r badly needed 
operation f r Colonel B-oyinytan should be additionally reoornized by clemency over 
and above the lcnieiicy shown by the commission. To that end it is recommended that 
his sentence of eighteen years at hard labor, be approve' 1 but that nine years and 
ten months of the sentence be suspended and, additionally, that the oust nary al¬ 
lowance bo mac.c for unav id able pre-trial confinement (two years, two months, in 
this caso). 

^ ^ re common' ed that the finding of yuilty of S-ccificati- n 3, Yolcura, be 

c.isapprcvec., JUt.^that the sentence of twonty-five years confinement at hard labor, 

■e r.o ->rc vec., less cust tv r— allowance f- r — re - tri a.l confinement, 

i‘r p moo alternate actions to i.-plemcnt these additional recomnondati ns are 
attached, • - 


ALLA17 A, BAP'.llE 


Lt Col, 
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